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ALL INDIA avsz‘:mm BANK WORKERS’ ORCANISATION
(Arfiliated to NOBW B&‘h)

BAﬁGALOBE,
2nd December, 1983

Priends,

Ve have ventured.to pusL1sh herewith
fb, p»ec?a d‘11V€FQd Eﬂf Syri DL B
Thengadmgvaailnd, r of tﬂanﬁharatiya
Mazdoor ‘Sangh ‘whils iﬁamgu:aﬁimg the
eighth biennial couference of cur Orga-
nigation in Bangalore on 8th October,
1983.

The 3psachuis7unioua in as much as
SriThengadiji ha%ro\h d the dedication

in the activists through banter.

You will fiﬁd'th&t in ons reaspect
the title of the booklet diff@rg from
the Q@nt@ﬁtagf;Witb no stretceh of imagi-
nation can ﬁné‘eﬁpaaﬁ Sri Th@ngadigi to
call cthers as fools. We hope you wil

¥indly excuse us for the mischiefl

Brotherly yours,
.y o 5 WA 5 o
@) P, 8. PUTTURAYA

Pregident

e
EZ3)
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I am toid that i i
of the conference of the AH
Workerss  Organisation. So  this being an informal
function, | have the privilege of holding an informal
talk with you.

ntormal mmgufa

]
ndiz  Aeserve ?.Bafv

You know that one of the z‘pec‘zi chara-
cteristics of the Bharative Mazdoor Sangh is that itis

a genuine trade union organisation. "lﬂ other chara-
cter stic. s"“f it is rha‘; it is not ju si an %z}g@m QH *33%:‘:*
L_f on a ‘consiituticn, each and every clause, articie of

I B g

which is Gsed
Mazdoor Sangh is not an mﬁ;izggﬁ@n, it is a family-
It is a family of workers, of activists, of trads unionists,
{ence in this inaugural i
locate the first problem before evervone of you! As a
matter of fact, when some of vour colleaguss met
me, | asked them what are their problems They tolc

me that so far as the NOBW 15 concerpned, i1t has
refused 1o sign an agreement, which has been signed
by the AIBEA/NCBE, The agresment is accepting
computerisation  and hence anti-labour. So how 1o
mobilise the bank weoerkers sgainst the agreement on
computerisation is one of our problems. |

Bank, particularly, it is not a problem, bu
recognition in the sense that il

1t
for breaking the institution. Bharatiya

i have decided o

n the Beserve
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not negotiate with us. Even at Nagpur due recognition
has not come, inspite of proven majority and there
are other local problems, All these waeare discussed, As
at this inaugural session, | must deal with the number
one problem of every one of you, | asked them what
is their number one problem. So again they repeated
the same problems, computerisation, recognition etc,
But I was wondering whether these are the prohlems
before each one of you. When, as members of one
family we are meeting here we should find out what
is the problem number one before each one of us.
{ could not agree with your activists that computer-
isatiort or recognition is the problem number one. | felt
that the problem number one before each one of us
is very different. Unless that sumber one problem is
satisfactorily solved, unless we get the sclution for that
number one problem in cur own minds, . all these
conferences, resolutions and organisations will be exer-
cises in futility.

What is the number one problem befere each
one of you or at least 60 ¢4 to 70 of you? When
you decided tocome over here for the conference, spen
ding few hundreds from your pocket, taking leave from
the office, some of you may be on leave without
pay, the problem number one must have been posed
by your wife, when you started for the railway station.
She must have told that all these activities of vour's
are sheer foolishness. ““Look at the other persons
in our locality, in our housing colony, in our Town-
ship. They are enjoying happy family life. You are

e
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a fool attending your union office everyday, depriving
us the pleasure of vyour company, not caring for
wife and children, not going frequently 10 see movies
as others are doing in our housing colony, tvery
Saturday-Sunday, you are busy in some meeting or
other, while, our neighbours who also serve inthe
Reserve Bank go for outings, picnics, with the whole
family. They are so happy, whereas you have made
our life miserable’” she must have told. So all these acti
vity of Reserve Bank Workers” Organisation, N. O, B, W,
BMS is a sheer folly. | do not know how vyou
could have wriggled out of it. Therefore to each,
one of you it must be the problem number one
because it is an every day affair. Hence you must
give a deep thought.to this problem, After all, 1 feey
that what your wife has told vouis correct. What
do vou get after doing all this union activity? You
are not going to become a minister. You are not going
to have any monetary benefit. Your photo will not
appear in the newspapers. You donot get publicity,
money or position. In fact you get nothing, So, while
you are moving hither and thither for this union work
yvou have nothing to gain. Cmné%tﬂefémg the wvalues
of life that are current, prevalent in the society today
I am inclined to agree with your wife that all your
activity is a sheer folly. You must ask yourself, whether
you should continue this activity or not. The prevalent
values of life are selfishness, diplomacy, cunningness,
elbowing outothers while pushing forward oneself, You
are doing nothing of this, S0 what will happen? You
will run tike a horse, work like an ass and ultimatsly
gain nothing. So why are you doing this nonsense?



Why are vyou following this wrong course of action?
Therefore | am inclined to agree with your wife. She
is worldly wise. She has practical wisdom. While
she has to look after the family and children; you
are just like a loafer, vagabond running hither and
thither on union work.

While | told you that | agreed with your wife
I have not told vyou the other aspect of it. It is that
i am not the only person who is following this
foolish folly. Many wise men have done so and in
this foolishness they were much maore, far advanced.
I may bs a fool, but many great persgns in this
world are far more foolish than myself and thatis
the only consclation. The conselation is not that | am
following a wise course of action. | know it is foclish.

"The only consolation is that great people, those who

nave changed the course of history, those who have
left their impact on world history, have been many
times more foclish than myself, that is the only
consolation for me. Not that | gainsake from it, { am
& loser. But many great persons were losers too,
many times more as compared 1o me. Thatis the
only satisfaction.

I remember, a friend of mine failed in the
examination thrice. He was a brave man not afraid
of examinations, But, when he failed for the fourth
time, he was really repentant. He went to his room
on the first floor of his house, entered it and closed
the doors and bolied it from within. When his mother



asked him to come down for taking meals, he refused

to come down stating that he did not want to show
his black face to anyone. His refusal to open the
doors, unnervsd the family members and they were
worried that he may commit suicide. In the afternoon
three of his classmates came to meet him and called
him out, But he refused to come out. They asked
him why he was so much upset. They told him that
Bhalya who used to always pass in first class, who
had some distinctions ta his credit had also failed that
time. Bhalya had suffered from typhoid fever during
the examinations. When my friend learned that Bhalya
had also failed that time, he opened the door came
down along with those friends, asked his mother 1o
prepare snacks for his friends. He was very happy,
not that he had passed in the examinations, but Bhalya
had also failed. In the same way, | am certainly a
loser, but the only consolation | have got is that
nany great persons in this world were more foolish
than me and greater losers than me. Why should 1
persist in this position? So first of all ‘my request 10
you ail is that before continuing your cause of the
RBWO, NOBW or BMS you must find out why you
must act like a fool, With human life being limited,
whatever you want to enjoy you must enjoy now only.
fnstead of enjoying fife, you are not only making your
life miserable, but also that of your wife and children.
You must consider it at this siage. If wisdom dawns
upon you immediately, refrain from doing the work,
right from this conference, but if you want tc persist,
you will have to decide whether your action is justified.



A person with a split mind cannot workwith full
force. : o

We know that before 1947 we Were angaged
in the freedom struggle, In the freedom struggle. many
distinguished Lawyers, Doctors, Engineers abandoned
their brilliant careers and jumped headlong in the
struggle for independence. As a result their families
were ruined, but they were not unhappy over it, They

had the satisfaction that they were suffermg fsr some

noble cause. You and -1 may think ihat it is false.
Who | 138 seen what - independence is? The wife and
children are starving, that is the reality, But they

had the satisfaction that they = were suffe: ering fo;_%.

a_, £audable cause. So many ceurtecﬁ arrest went
to ;a:f for years together. So many families were
ruined. Then we have heard of the revolutionaries,
young budding revolutionaries. What was their age
group, may be twenty, twentyfive. A very prosperous
enjoyable life was before them, They were youngsters
with abiiity But they were pained at thc—a situatibn

They were hanged Some of them Were shot dead
We have heard of Khudiram Bose, hardly 19 years old
when he died. Bhagat Singh, 26 or 27 years old
when he went to the gallows, It is a long list of
illustrious martyrs. Why did these young persons climb
the scaffolds?

Today we are proud of the fact that in this
century, before our own eyes mankind- has registered
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: ;‘)rbg?eas‘wh'ch is unprecedented, the rate of progress
- mankmd never before used to. What factors wWers

esponszb!eﬁf@r this progress? Mainly sacrifi ces “performed
by the scientists. “What type of sacrifices have they

performed? Can we imagine? Experiments were cond-~
“ucted not only on mice, not onfy on cats and dogs Soms

expenments were so- risky, yet the scientists conducted

fthose experzments on- their own bodies at the risk of

ives. In. the ease of some dreadfuf dlseases, the

“scidntists were so ‘full of compassion for those who

suffered from those diseases, they wanted to find out
the: genesis®of those diseases.- They conducted the

.expenments on-themselves, suffering months together

all ‘the agonies arising “out of those diseases. They.
were heaithy peap!@ ‘but-to find out remedies. for

‘those "maladies, they ‘themselves became victims of

those dreadful*diseases like veneral disease or conta-
gious  -disease like leprosy. Dr. Hansen, who did
not have a trace of. leprosy, out of compassion for
the lepers, tried to find out the genesis of leprosy.
whereby he himself became a leper-and then conductec

wexperiments on himself: To minimise human ‘suffering

people have gone to that extent. Apart from ‘scientists,
we find such foolish persons in different communities
also. That is also responsible for the progress of
mankind,

During - the<last: quarter of the 19th century,
Pope sent a circular to all the churches that there
in- the south seas is-an island which is Inhabited
only by lepers from Europe and America, As there
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WErg only e

ther@ was 1o one to
Lord. Was anvbody prepared to go there for the pur-
pose? So that they may be given the message of
the Lord and that they also may be emancipated?

]

Whoseoever went there would have himssl! becorms

s

a leper, he would have been torn out of the glamour
of civilisation and its fruits, st least it was very clear,
From Belgium, a boy of nineteen came forward fro
the purpose and he offered his services. He was the
only son of a rich family, delicate in stature as he
was not expected to perform any manual work at bome
He went to the island, stayed with the lepers when
he could have stayed at home and enjoyed the
fruits of the level of civilisation that Europe was having
at that time with all the inventions and gadgets. But
he went to the southsea islands, stayed with the {epers,
whereby he himseli coutracted leprosy. He died as
aleper unsung and unhonoured. He commilted that fogli_
shness, when he could have enjoyed iife as the son of
a rich person, Even a matric failed student of india
waould not commit this fonlishness,

After the demise of Prophet Mohamed, Abu
Baki became the Khahf. Then f{or the first time the
s

.

7

to what should be the

[2F

question arose a r
Khalif, because Khzlif was not only the Chief of the
spiritual but also temporal worid. The entire Moha-
mmedan world was supposod to be led by him. Hence

«alary 1o be

the question was what should be
paid to him, There were discu sions and ol

the matter was taken 1o hirp, He could have given



Wwure, but ne ssid that the saiary of e Khaie
shouid be f*qm\, slent to that of an average manusl
i This was also height of ff;;
. He {;@u’d hdva demanded any %mvs“"ﬁ, people
ive, He commanded highes? DEC
.wda:‘s world, So this foclshness is &
tness. Only foolish people have changed
the world. Wise men have not changed
the world.

i our own history, you are well conversant
it politics. BMS is not in politics. But you know
wihat type of bshaviour cur politicians  are having

! When they are told that there was a time
Bharata and Ramachandra quarelled with each
each claiming that the Kingdom of Ayodhya
ocelengs 1o you and not to me, Bharata teiling Rama
1ioyou are the real Reje and you must come and
ruls Ayodiya, and Rama telling Bharata it is vyours
and you have to rule. | do not think that this type
of quarrel will arise in 1983 even in a single cor
noration ward in Bangalore. It is because people
have become wise, Our history is full of such examples
People feaving their home and hearth, abandoning
ail enioyments, suffering the whole lite, What exactly

H ;::f‘:-:'nmed thése otherwise wise people? To commit
this {oolishness, what inspirad them? | think we must
sonsder thise 1 am not going to reply, | leave it
G you. Because | told yvou that | am more In agree-
entwith vour wife than with yourseif, But | request

ou 10 nonsider the guestion thal why such

abwioush

iwh great personalitiss,

CABNGS wers Jdone by s
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Shivaji by his own efforts established Swaraj.
When Gure Ramadas came, he told him that you
are my guru and | am offering the whole Swaraj to you,
Do you think that even an uneducated municipal coun-
cillor would commit such foolishness now? No. So
how is it that persons who were so ' great. could commit
such foolish acts which will not be committed by matric
failures of 1983. In our country it is said that the
ultimate goal of all life is happiness. That is'what’ our
seers and sages have said. But how this happiness has
10 be attained? to be achieved? For this they have said

~#ATMANO MOKSHARTHAM, JAGAT HITAYACHA",

All actions should be with this purpose. Then
you canattain  happiness,  For emancipation of one’s
awn soul and for the welfare of the entire world,  With
these twin purposes if your actions are committed, then
one becomes happy. All actions's‘houfd be with this
purpose, Then you can attain happiness.

Now this is an old conservative, orthodox ob-

scurantist concept which we modern progressives will”

not take into consideration. But one modern institution,
the International Labour Organisation (ILG) has said
that “‘poverty anywhere is a threat to pros sperity every-
where’” Actually going some steps ahead our forefathers
have said that” misery anywhere is a threat to happiness
everywhere”’

I only reguest you to consider along these

jines. This is a question to be replied inthe ﬁ'st . person

smguiar 1. So.every fnsi person smgu?ar must reply

e IR g
this Q@muan bv himsell., | am sn%y nosing 25mquab? ion

Fo 4%,
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