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PUBLISHERS’ PREFACE

We consider it a rare privilege and honour to be able to bring out
this collection of lectures by Shri Dattopant Thengadi who has distin-
guished himself as a front-rank thinker and social worker of long stand-
ing. There is hardly any aspect of public life which has not engaged his
attention at one time or another. A remarkable feature of his personality
is that though incessantly occupied with intense organisational activity
he has never distanced himself from intellectual endeavour. Vast is his
erudition ; and it is the objective and comprehensive perspective born
out of this intrinsic nature which has in no small measure contributed
to the progress of the various organisations founded and nurtured by him
which include the Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh, the Bharatiya Kisan Sangh -
and the Samajik Samarasata Manch.

Shri Thengadi has been a prolific writer, with over a hundred books,
booklets and articles in English, Hindi and Marathi to his credit. His
intimate association with Shri Guruji Golwalkar, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,
Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya and other savants and his continuous preoc-
cupation with social work as a Pracharak of Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh for half-a-century have enabled him to develop a rare degree of
insight into the workings of society and polity not only in Bharat but also
in other countries many of which he has visited and studied. Shri
Thengadi is thus uniquely qualified to speak about the major problems
facing the country and the durable solutions therefor.

Problems are seldom what they appear on the surface, and a proper
understanding of the problems can come only from an appreciation of
the value-system which has sustained the society for centuries ; and
unless the diagnosis of problems is done properly, lasting solutions will
prove elusive. It is such breadth of vision which has characterised the
presentation of the thoughts contained in this volume. Needless to say,
these seminal thoughts and analysis will be found to be invaluable by
every student of public affairs, irrespective of the ideological stream to
which he might belong.

As is evident, the different chapters in this book are transcripts of
lectures delivered by Shri Thengadi on different occasions over a period
of almost three decades. Some of these lecturers have had limited
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circulation in the original language. Till recently, however, an extensive
collection of Shri Thengadi’s talks had not been attempted, despite the
demand. The circumstances of the Hindi edition (Sanket Rekha) forming
the basis of this English publication have been detailed by Shri Bhanu
Pratap Shukla in the accompanying Introduction.

A principal virtue of thig,collection is that it is for the most part
a verbatim reproduction of the talks in the form in which they were
delivered. No attempt has been made to re-shape them to suit the book
format, since any such revision would substantially reduce the utility of
the presentations. Being addressed to live audiences, the talks necessarily
involved elaboration of many relevant details to enable effective com-
munication. There is thus, naturally, occasional repetition. We believe
that the retention of the spoken format alone could do justice to the
presentations.  Hence very little editorial liberty has been exercised
except to provide a few helpful links and to rough-hew some edges to
facilitate clarity. In any case, the intended recipient of this presentation
is an average social activist rather than a scholastic ; though it would not
be inappropriate to claim that rarely can so much constructive thought
be found within the confines of a single book.

We would be failing in our duty if we did not acknowledge the help
of those who have made the publication of this volume possible. We
owe the preservation of Shri Thengadi’s spoken and written material to
the sustained efforts of Shri Ramdas Pande. Imparting the articulateness
essential in the book format was the task lovingly undertaken by Shri
Bhanu Pratap Shukla. The English rendering has been done with
meticulous care by Shri M. K. (alias Bhausaheb) Paranjape and Shri
Sudhakar Raje. Shri Vasantrao Kelkar evinced keen interest in the
preparation of the English version. We are deeply grateful to all these
friends.

We owe thanks for the physical prociueion of the book to M/s. Bali
Printers who have done the typesetting and M/s. Rashtrotthana
Mudranalaya who have executed the printing.

Angirasa Samvatsar

Shaka 1914
Deepavali
26th October 1992 — SAHITYA SINDHU PRAKASHANA



COMPILER’'S INTRODUCTION
(HINDI EDITION)

At the outset I wish to make it clear that the responsibility for any
shortcomings in the present book is entirely mine. The book is based
on thoughts expressed by Shri Dattopant Thengadi from time to time over
a period exceeding a quarter of a century. I made several efforts to
persuade Shri Thengadi to go through the compilation and correct
whatever errors may have crept in, but could not succeed. All such efforts
were turned down with the words : “This vast earth abounds with people
who are brilliant thinkers and who are capable of correcting errors. Have
faith in the genius of our nation. What we do, what we sacrifice and
what we create are but flowers offered at the feet of the Almighty. It
is important to have faith. Faith it is that gives meaning to words. I
have said nothing original. I have only repeated thoughts that have come
down to us by tradition, or those that I have imbibed from the works of
our seers and thinkers, or had the good fortune to learn from Shri Guruji
or Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya. I am not in a position to either improve
upon or criticise these thoughts.”

The thoughts that Shri Thengadi has expressed are certainly a
reflection of our ancient heritage, and are at the same time in tune with
the age-old Hindu practice of restructuring the human society in keeping
with changing times without giving up eternal and universal principles.

The object of this collection is basically not to please the progres-
sive intellectual but to indicate to the average activist the starting-point
of our life as a nation, to show him where we have to reach in future.
The book merely indicates the direction, it does not claim to open up the
way in all its fullness.

Saint Tulsidas wrote the Rama-Charit-Manas mainly for his own
pleasure. I have edited this book for the same reason. The same motive
had inspired John Bunyan to write Pilgrim’s Progress ; I am in good
company.

In 1925, Dr. Keshav Baliram Hedgewar, a simple and relatively
unknown person, launched the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, which



- viii —

triggered a long and continuing process of national renaissance based on
the eternal Dharma of this ancient land. The method he adopted was the
continuous building up of a cadre of selfless and tireless workers pledged
1o the service of the nation and imbued with unshakable faith in their
ideal. During the 15 years after the founding of the Sangh — he died in
1940 - Dr. Hedgewar achieved a great deal, but much more remained
to be done. Before he left this world he entrusted the RSS to the care
of Shri Guruji Golwalkar, who carried the mission from success to
success, and by the time it was Shri Guruji's turn to leave the world the
Sangh had grown in many dimensions, adding several new but healthy
organs of national reconstruction. Through his speeches and writings,
precept and practice, Shri Guruji enlarged Dr. Hedgewar’s brief ideologi-
cal enunciation into a comprehensive commentary, at the same time
setting in motion the process of building a truly modern nation that would
be informed with genuine equality, unity and social harmony.

The ideal is lofty, the method unique, and faith in ultimate achieve-
ment unshakable. The principle is eternal, but the path towards it long
and arduous. Gréat changes do not come about by mere talk or wishful
thinking. Change takes place only through a clear perception of the goal
and unshakable faith in the method of achieving it. Faith in ancient idcals
has to be coupled with methods that suit present circumstances before
the goal is realised.

Etemnal change is the law of nature. “The old order changeth,
yielding place to new, and God fulfils Himself in many ways.” The
Sangh’s work is God’s work - it is a divine mission. The Sangh welcomes
change, not by destruction but by elimination of what has become obsolete
and of evil practices that creep in with time. Ancient Hindu thought has
the capacity to make timely changes in its external frame, leaving the .
eternal principles intact.

Resurgence of the ancient Hindu nation, at once powerful, prospe-
rous and united, is the ideal of the RSS. It is in this direction that the
present book points a finger. It is not a comprehensive exposition. 1
am confident that out national genius will synthesize the thoughts and
ideas in this book, weeding out redundancies, making up deficiencies and
eliminating errors.
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A couple of points more. -

Had it not been for the efforts of Shri Ramdas Pande in collecting
and preserving Shri Thengadi’s writings over a period of more than 25
years, this material would probably have been lost and posterity. left the
poorer for it.

Secondly an effort has been made to present the author’s thoughts
in their original depth and mode of expression, but they were presented
before different age-groups at widely different times. This has led to
some inevitable repetition.

- BHANU PRATAP SHUKLA



AUTHOR’S NOTE

I would like to express here a thought that naturally came
to my mind on being asked by the publisher to write a preface
to this book. It is the recollection of an observation by Prof.
Bruce Westley of Wisconsin University, a distinguished writer— ‘
“The writer does not exist whose work cannot be improved by
the constructive vigilance of an editor.” The meaning here is
clear.

- D. B. THENGADI
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1.
Before the Sunrise

THE BaTTLE Of Sitabardi was fought on November 25, 1817.
The Union Jack was hoisted on the old palace of the Bhosalas
in Nagpur on December 30, 1817. On January 6, 1818 Appasaheb
Bhosale signed a treaty with the British. On March 15, 1818 he
was arrested on the charge of conspiring against the British. He
was being taken to Prayag by an armed contingent when he
escaped on the way on the night of May 13, 1818. From then
on he travelled incognito from place to place and established
contacts with various princes. While in Jodhpur on such a mission
he was exposed and arrested by the Jodhpur prince. But Jodhpur
rejected the British demand for handing him over and kept him
as an honoured captive. Appasaheb Bhosale died in Jodhpur in
1840. On March 13, 1854 the Bhosala territory was annexed to
the British empire.

In October of the same year the loot of the Nagpur treasury
began. For more than a month the loot was carried away on the
backs of beasts of burden. On June 13, 1857 the cavalry at Takli
near Nagpur rose in revolt against the British, but the uprising was
suppressed. A few months later the Gonds of Chandrapur chal-
lenged the British, but they could not give battle for long. Their
leaders Bapurao Gond and Vyankatrao Gond were caught and
executed on October 20, 1858. With the martyrdom of these two
Gond freedom fighters the freedom struggle in this region came
to an end. ’

In the year 1861 the Nagpur and Sagar divisions were merged
to form the administrative unit of ‘Central Provinces’ and the task
of consolidating British rule in the region was completed. “Those
who think cheap popularity is enough to come to power cannot



2 NATIONALIST PURSUIT

imagine how difficult it must have been for a handful of people
to establish and maintain an empire thousands of miles away from
home. It requires advance preparation, much vigilance and fore-
sight. Such an accomplishment is possible only with hard work.

In the Central Provinces the British began by collecting all-
round information about the region even from such a great dis-
tance. Even before coming to power they had information on such
varied matters as the topographical features of the region, the
military importance of various divisions, art, literature and science
of the area, the local population, its various divisions, castes and
sub-castes, religious beliefs, social customs and festivals, names
of the leaders of various castes and sub-castes, their tempera-
ments, their strengths and weaknesses, and so on. Even the
natives of the area did not have such comprehensive information
as the British had collected in their manual. No local individual
or group of individuals possessed the comprehensive information
on Nagpur of the last century that the British had with them. It
was on such a solid basis that they could establish an empire and
run it. For this process they had built personal contacts in various
fields of activity. They were certainly our enemy, but their
method of work was without doubt worthy of emulation by any
society with a conquering spirit.

Because of a Gond majority, the area in and around Nagpur
was originally known as ‘Gondvan’. Today the Gonds are con-
sidered backward tribals, but this was not always so. They had
big kingdoms of their own. They too had a warrior-class like the
Kshatriyas in other parts of the country. They were called Rajgonds.
Even today a Gond king’s fort stands in Nagpur. The Gonds were
as brave as other Kshatriyas of the country. Who does not know
of Queen Durgavati’s prowess ? In those days this region was
full of forests. The Gonds lived in cities, villages as well as
forests. But there were no distinctions, based on where they lived.
It was one brotherhood, wherever they lived. The ruling Gonds
and those living in the forests were a single class and they shared
the feeling of kinship. Even after the Bhosalas established their
kingdom in the region they did not interfere in any way with the
autonomous structure of the Gond society. The Gonds lived in
friendship with other subjects of the Bhosalas, who were known
for their fatherly attitude towards all their subjects. They treated
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all equally; as a result therc was friendship and amity between
different castes and sects.

The main communities of Nagpur were the Mahars, the
Gonds, the weaver class (‘koshti’), the intellectuals, the artisans,
etc. They all had amicable relationships with one another. The
Gonds too had a feeling of amity for all of them. The Muslims
were a negligible minority.

The British could not tolerate this state of affairs, because
it was not conducive to their ‘divide and rule’ policy. Gradually
they chalked out a strategy.

In the times of the Bhosalas the people living in villages
bordering the forests could all use the forest produce according
to their needs. The forests were common property. Now the
British began to tell the Gonds that they should have exclusive
rights on the forests and their produce. “Those who live outside
encroach on your rights and harm your interests when they take
away timber and other forest produce. Itis in your interest to stop
this encroachment and reserve the forest produce for yourselves,
and the British could make such arrangements.'

After the situation was fully controlled the Government began
to gradually curtail the rights of the tribals. But this process was
so gradual that at no level did it have a sudden adverse impact.
Such ‘sandpaper treatment’ could be noticed by people only after
along time. This is exactly what happened. Now we have tribal
agitations for restoration of their traditional rights over forests, but
things were quite different a century and a half ago. They were
tempted by the argument of the British, who succeeded in sowing
the seeds of dissension.

Prominent castes of the Nagpur society used to include the
Mahars and the weaver community. There were not only large
numbers of Mahars in the armed forces of the Bhosalas but many
of them were officers. The Mahars of Maharashtra have made
a significant contribution to the growth of the Hindu empire.
Hence, even in the army of the Peshwas they had an important
place. Before the Bhosalas, the Mahars had made a name for
themselves as conquerors. The military posts set up in the region
extending from Nagpur to Orissa and from Nagpur to Bengal to
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consolidate the administration in the wake of conquests were
mainly manned by Mahars. The Bhosalas gave them due respect;
so they too had self-respect, loyalty and affinity for the society
at large. The British administration did not give them importance
but it took care not to hurt their self-respect.

The cotton and silk textiles of Nagpur had a great demand
in Egypt and European markets. As this industry was under royal
patronage the weaver class got all necessary facilities. Now this
royal patronage came to an end. Destroying local artisanship was
the policy of the British. They began to import machine-made
British cloth, on which taxes were not imposed. The result was
that the weaving industry declined, and with it declined the
economic prosperity of the weaver class. Naturally a sense of
resentment grew in it, but it did not reach the pitch of revolt.

The Nagpur region had a large number of farmers like
everywhere else in the country. Under the Bhosalas the system
of revenue collection was simple and humane. While collecting
the revenue, care was taken to see that enough would be left with
the farmer to feed his family and by way of seed for the next crop.
There was a personal relationship between the ruler and the farmer.
The British changed this personal relationship into an impersonal
one. They created a landlord and a ‘malgujar’ class in the villages
and gave them full property rights, which was against the Hindu
tradition. The Hindu tradition had no sanction for private own-
ership of land. This was the hour of a rural anti-revolution. As
the new class of landlords and malgujars began to think of amassing
greater and greater wealth by way of revenue collection, they also
began to think of increasing oppression of the farmer class. If
and when the oppressed farmer raised his voice the Government
gave full support to the new oppressor class. The result was that
the farming community in the Nagpur region suffered from a
sense of utter helplessness.

The process of industrialisation had began but a regular
working class had not yet come up. Means of transportation in
the region were adequate. The first railway line in Nagpur was
laid in 1867. More and more tracks were laid by the beginning
of the present century. Five metalled roads were built to join five
major centres with Nagpur. Still the means of transportation were
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so inadequate that till 1908 there was no good road linking Nagpur
with Wardha or Vidarbha. In the year 1870 the Model Mill was
set up in Nagpur, and in 1877 the Empress Mill. The work-force
of these two mills did not have the modern working-class mentality.
There was an organisation or two, sct up as a consequence of
personal animus, but there was no trade-unionism as such. Even
the country as a whole had no trade-unionism till then.

In the times of the Bhosalas Muslims were not a noticeable .
component of the local population of the region. It is true that
the Bhosalas and some of their courtiers had Arab divisions in
their armies and they had done good work. In the battle of
Sitabardi the Arab soldiers had fought as bravely as the Hindu
soldiers. Butthey were not natives. The number of local Muslims
was insignificant. Still the British appointed them to more than
fifty per cent positions of officers in the police department and
elsewhere. The editorial of ‘Barar Mitra’ had asked on July 8§,
1879 : “Why is it that only Musalmans are appointed as Tehsil-
dars?”. A distinct feeling was created in the mind of the police
and the bureaucracy that they were superior to the local population
and it was in their hands to control them. Both of them were set
up against the common citizen,

In those days the condition of the Christians was not worth
mention. In 1845 Stephen Hislop had established a Scottish
Mission here. This was the beginning of missionary activities.
In those days, however, Nagpurians were not ‘progressive’ or
‘liberal’ but were ‘traditionalists’. They once soundly thrashed
a missionary named Mr. Voss, so the others kept a low profile.
In 1854 they again raised their head, but so long as their hold on
this new region was not consolidated the British did not want any
new problem on their hands. Hence a Christian presence at the
local level was not felt till 1889. '

The Bhosalas were patrons of the arts and scholarship. They
were known for this even outside Nagpur. So, talented outsid-
ers were drawn to Nagpur. Many learned Tailang Brahmins from
Telangana had settled in the Nagpur region. Dr. S. V. Ketkar,
author of the famed ‘Gyan Kosh’, has written that Tailang Brahmins
were by nature hot-tempered, but during the Bhosala regime the
social atmosphere was so congenial that these “foreign” Brahmins
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were easily assimilated in the local population. During British
times Brahmins from Western Maharashtra also came to Nagpur
in search of jobs, but the British did not want them to merge with
the locals. During those times Western education mainly pre-
vailed in two communities, the Brahmins and the Chandraseniya
Kayastha Prabhus (C.K.P.). Naturally they dominated the serv-
ices. Very subdy the British sowed the seeds of separation between
the locals and the outsiders. They created the feeling among the
‘Konkanastha’ Brahmins coming from Western Maharashtra that
they were superior to the local population and so were holding
administrative posts. On the other hand, the feeling was created
among the local Brahmins that local people had a right to local
jobs and the Konkanastha outsiders were encroaching on this
right. The example of Tailang Brahmins and Konkanastha Brah-
mins underlines the enormous difference between the social in-
tegration of the Bhosala times and the differences created by the
British policy.

‘Brahmin’ is the name of a particular caste, but the British
administrative policy gave a broader connotation to the term in
the public mind. It now included a few non-Brahmin castes that
had neither enough land nor a hereditary vocation for their live-
lihood. These people are now known as the ‘middle class’, but
this term was not current then, although the class, as such, was
emerging. It had become a separate social unit. It was natural
that in this period of twilight there happened to be no distinction
between the Brahmins and the middle class in the public mind.
Rather, ‘Brahmin’ connoted the entire middle class. This was an
educated and enlightened class and many of its members held high
positions. So it came to appear as if this class was the leader and
the representative of enlightened Nagpur. The atmosphere of this
class was the atmosphere of Nagpur and the activities of this class
were the activities of Nagpur. When men of letters wrote of the
mind of Nagpur, they meant the mind of this middle class.

Dr. Ketkar has given a very realistic and interesting descrip-
tion of the domestic and social life of Nagpur’s middle class, the
individuals that influenced it, its special characteristics and values
of life, as well as the traits of 'matives' hobnobbing with British
officers. Another honest commentary on the contemporary middle
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class of Nagpur is the Marathi novel ‘Gondvanatil Priyamvada’.
Its plot begins around 1893-94.

There were also a few Bengali families in Nagpur for ad-
ministrative purposes, as it was considered the ‘Eastern view’
(Chhattisgarh, Chhota-Nagpur, Orissa and Bengal).

A new administration tequired a new type of people. For
administrative convenience and in order to Westernize the people
it was necessary to replace Sanskrit with English. After 1853
Sanskrit was deliberately relegated to a secondary position. Sagar
initiated English education in the Central Provinces. Later, English
reached Nagpur. The first English-educated person in Sagar was
Krishnarao Ringe. Kinkhede, the first student to take his M.A.
from Nagpur, was taken out in a procession on an elephant.
English education centres opened in many districts. In spite of
all this, there was very little progress in English education by the
year 1889. The first Indian college principal of C.P., Keshav
Gopal alias Bapuji Taman, principal of Morris College, wore
traditional Hindu dress and was counted among reputed Vedic
scholars of Nagpur.

A leamed author has said that the British introduced the
Western educational system in order to mould the natives into
Brown Sahibs. The common people gradually came under their
influence. But an unexpected result for the British was that this
same educational system also produced patriots like Vasudev
Balwant Phadke, Ranade, Tilak, Gokhale, Paranjape, etc., in West-
emn Maharashtra. In Nagpur the prominent personalities in this
category were Dadasaheb Khaparde, Dr. Munje, Loknayak Anay,
‘Tapasvi’ Babasaheb Paranjape, Achyut Balwant Kolhatkar, Dr.
Paranjape, the founder-editor of ‘Hari Kishor’', Prithvigir Gosavi
and Shamrao Dada Deshpande. But all this happened much later.
Till 1889 such patriots had not actively come on the scene. Even
that great man whose activities shook the Nagpur area only a few
years before the birth of Dr. Hedgewar, founder of the RSS, was
Western-educated. However, he did not belong to the region. His
name was Annasaheb Patwardhan.

Annasaheb was a man of many talents, a staunch patriot and
a remarkable personality. He was of the view that no conspiracy
against the foreign power could succeed so long as the conspira-
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tors did not have at least a small piece of land under complete
control. Even his close associates thought it an idealistic dream,
but Annasaheb was not discouraged. He waited for the right
opportunity.

In 1853 Lord Dathousie had annexed the Vidarbha region
of the Nizam’s territory as compensation for the loan that the
Nizam had taken from the British but was unable to repay. In
1857 South Vidarbha was returned to him as a reward for his
loyalty to the British Crown. North Vidarbha was in British hands
till 1903. In 1880 Annasaheb came to know that Salar Jung, the
Nizam’s Dewan, was resentful of the British and wanted to recover
Vidarbha, but could not do so for lack of funds. Annasaheb
proposed a plan to the Dewan through his lawyers, which was that
he (Annasaheb) would deposit the entire loan amount in the
French bank in Hyderabad, with which Salar Jung should buy
Vidarbha back and hand it over to Annasaheb. '

Salar Jung was incredulous. He wondered if any single
individual could have the capacity to buy a territory like this. At
the same time he saw it as a way to get Vidarbha back from the
British. Still he thought it idle to imagine that any individual
could collect so much money. So he decided to test Annasaheb
and take further steps only if Annasaheb passed in it. He saw
no possibility of Annasaheb's succeeding, so he told his lawyers
that further talks could be held only if Annasaheb could lend him
two crore rupees for a day. He could not believe his eyes when
Annasaheb’s lawyers produced the amount within the stipulated
time. This was a unique feat. Salar Jung now had confidence
in Annasaheb and was prepared for further talks. In October 1880
he sent a message that he was in agreement with the general
outline of the plan, and called for a secret meeting of the two to
work out the details. It was proposed that the meeting should take
place while Annasaheb was on his way back from Madras. But
destiny willed otherwise. While Annasaheb was still in Madras
he got the news of Salar Jung’s passing away. It is difficult to
imagine how he must have borne this bolt from the blue. Not
only did a great plan fail but Annasaheb had to spend the rest of
his life repaying the interest on the huge sum.

Although the plan failed, people gradually came to know
about it and the public mind was electrified.
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As it is, the people of Nagpur have always appreciated the
heroic spirit. Even after foreign rule set in, they kept up their
interest in many pursuits. Such pastimes as wrestling, Mal-
lakhamb, Dandpatta still dominated the atmosphere. In 1857 the
Armms Act was passed and in 1878 it was renewed. Still the
Nagpurians kept up training in sword-play, stick-play, throwing
the spear, etc. Both real weapons and dummies were used during
the training. The worship of arms on Vijayadashami Day and the
‘Seemollanghan’ continued. Collecting arms and proficiercy in
their use were respected. There were some people in Nagpur who
had acquired this proficiency after long practice. One of them
was Damodar Balwant alias Bhide Bhat. He later trained Anna
Sohani in stick-fight. All in all the atmosphere was influenced
by a martial spirit. It was this atmosphere that made a man like
Dr. Munje take part in the Boer War instead of living a life of
comfort at home. '

Information on the various ideologies and activities that
arose in the last century kept reaching the people of Nagpur. A
contemporary event of far-reaching impact was the establishment
of the Indian National Congress. But it did not create the same
enthusiastic response in the public mind as was created by such
previous events as Umaji Naik’s revolt, the 1857 war of independ-
ence, the martyrdom of ‘go-bhakta’ Ramsingh Kuka or Davre, the
martyrdom of the Chapekar brothers, or Vasudev Balwant Phadke’s
heroism.

The common man ignored the establishment of the Congress
but the educated middle class took some notice. This class was
already thinking of engaging in some social activity. A few of
them, like Mr. Bose, attended the Congress session in Calcutta
and started some activities on return. Later these educated people
launched an institution named Lok Sabha on the pattern of the
Sarvajanik Sabha of Pune, but it did not last long. However, a
few of them kept up Congress work. It had a limited field and
only the upper middle class took interest in it. The seventh
Congress session took place in Nagpur (Lalbaug) in 1891. It was
presided over by P. Anandacharlu. The work of the Congress
continued within this class. It could not take root among the
common Nagpurians because it was not in keeping with the
temperament of Nagpur.



10 NATIONALIST PURSUIT

Just one instance would suffice to show how ‘vegetarian’ the
Congress was in those days. In 1897 the Congress held its session
in Amaravati under the presidentship of Sir Shankaran Nair.
Dadasaheb Khaparde was chairman of the Reception Committee,
and yet a resolution demanding the release of Tilak could not be
passed in the session. Even an effort by some young men to hang
Tilak’s picture at the venue could not succeed. As a matter of
fact it was Tilak who had accomplished the task of making the
Congress pro-people. He had contributed to public enlightenment
through his writings in Shivrampant Paranjape’s ‘Kal’ and later
still more through the ‘Kesari’. All over the Marathi-speaking
region, national awakening and ‘Kesari’ became interchangeable
terms. The two-decade Tilak era in Indian politics began with
his article titled ‘Punashcha Hari Om’ published in the ‘Kesari’
on July 4, 1899. However, many years were to elapse before the
Congress came under the influence of Tilak’s thinking.

The new ideas and activities that emerged during the British
period were collectively described by some thinkers as the new
awakening. Among them the Theosophical Society was an un-
known entity till 1889 so far as the Nagpur region was concerned.
The Brahmo Samaj was a matter of discussion among the edu-
cated sections of the rest of the country. Nagpur was certainly
acquainted with the names and work of great men like Raja Ram
Mohan Roy, Devendra Nath Thakur, Keshav Chandra Sen and
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. But the Brahmo Samaj, as an or-
ganisation, was not much known. Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
and Swami Vivekananda were known as great men, but not for
their work. In 1882 Swami Dayananda visited Nagpur. His visit
was a source of inspiration and resulted not only in the launching
of the Arya Samaj in the area but also in the founding of the
‘Gorakshan Sabha’ the same year which had 49 branches all over
C.P. by the end of 1885. Till that time the Prarthana Samaj of
Sir Narayanrao Chandavarkar and others was known only by
name in Nagpur. The initial phase of social reform launched in
Western Maharashtra by people ranging from ‘Lok-hit-wadi’
R. B. Gopal Hari Deshmukh to Mahatma Jyotiba Phule came to
an end with the death of Phule. (The birth centenaries of Mahatma
Phule and RSS founder Dr. K. B. Hedgewar are close to each
other.) This social reform movement used to be discussed in the
Nagpur region in those days, but the discussion was confined to
the educated upper middle class.
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By this time Mahatma Phule’s Satya Shodhak Samaj had
spread considerably in Westem Maharashtra. A special charac-
teristic of this movement was that although it was meant for all
Marathi-speaking people it remained limited till Phule’s death and
even after, to those Marathi-speaking areas that were directly
under the rule of the Brahmin Peshwas. Till then the Satya
Shodhak movement had not been able to enter territories ruled by
the Bhosalas or the Nizam.

The British began to divide the society on a caste basis in
another way. In Western Maharashtra Brahmin Peshwas were the
rulers, so it was easy to create an anti-Brahmin atmosphere in this
region. In the Bhosala region an atmosphere of amity prevailed
among the subjects because of the sagacious policy of the rulers.
All people had affection for the Bhosala family. Many decades
after the establishment of the British regime, Dr. Munje’s father
used to say to him, “Tatya, you may eam your bread anywhere,
but remember, your bones belong to the Bhosalas.” In his child-
hood days, Dr. Hedgewar too felt, because of the surrounding at-
mosphere, that the Bhosalas were still ruling Nagpur.

Taking note of this popularity of the Bhosalas, the British
began to say that it was the Brahmins who were responsible for
the end of Bhosala rule ; they betrayed the rulers. The historical
truth was just the opposite, and as many people or their parents
were eye-witness to this history. They were not taken in by such
false propaganda. But after they departed from the scene the anti-
Brahmin propaganda of the British began to gain strength. [olk-
tales and folk-songs began to be composed on this basis. For
instance one such song went — “Raghuji (Bhosale) had many
elephants, but curry-eating Brahmins destroyed the Raj.” But all
this happened much later. Till the end of the last century the
people knew the historical truth, so such divisive propaganda had
no impact till 1889.

However, the poison-seed had been sown and ensuing gen-
erations had to see it grow into a tree.

This was the situation in Nagpur when, at the auspicious
moment of sunrise on Varsha Pratipada Day in the year 1889
A.D., the promise of a new India emerged in the form of Keshav
Baliram Hedgewar. Q



2.
Nagpur during the Tilak Era

A TRUE ASSESSMENT Of a great man’s achievements calls for
varied information about him — such as his hereditary qualities,
good as well as not so good, the special characteristics and beliefs
of the social group in which he is bom, the circumstances through
which he had to pass from birth to death, the events with which
he was directly or indirectly connected, his special qualities, those
individuals with whom he came in contact either as a friend or
as an enemy, and so on. If information on such varied aspects
is not available a true assessment of his work does not become
possible. By and large our biographers are given to deification
of their heroes, but their assessment is at best contemporary, not
objective.

It is very easy to write the biographies of those who cither
write autobiographies or themselves publicise, from time to time,
the great deeds they do or do not do. Dr. Keshav Baliram
Hedgewar, founder of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, did not
write his life-story. The fine art of self-justification or self-praise
in the name of an autobiography had not developed till his time.
And even had it been developed, he had no use for it, for he was
by nature shy of publicity. In a poem addressed to him Pt
Bachchraj Vyas said, “You led a life that was devoid of wealth
and devoid of the limelight.”

According to modern customs such a “backward” person
cannot be expected to publicise his great achievements. Jesus
Christ had said, let not your left-hand know the good work that
your right-hand does. Dr. Hedgewar was of this nature.

It has also been a special characteristic of prominent workers
of the RSS that Dr. Hedgewar never got a Boswell to his Johnson,
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an ‘M’ to his Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, or a Mahadev Desai
and Pyarelal to his Gandhiji. Eric Hauffer says in The Ordeal
of Change : “I have always felt that the world has lost much by
not preserving the small talk of its great men.”

Further, publicity was anathema to the important work in
which Dr. Hedgewar was engaged till the end of the Tilak era.
All revolutionaries inevitably become introspective and non-com-
municative. An instance in point that comes to mind here relates
to Swatantrya-veer Savarkar’s visit to Arvi during a tour of
Vidarbha. In a meeting at the residence of Dr. Apte, the then
Sangh-chalak of Arvi, a pensioner curiously asked, “Tatyarao,
could you tell us the trick you used to jump in the sea at the French
Coast 7 Sarvarkar looked at the questioner and asked in tum,
“Why ? Do you propose to repeat the feat 7 Then, without
waiting for an answer he added, “Who can say if someone may
not have to use the same trick in future ?”

It seems that revolutionary activity and the requirements of
image-building are poles apart.

While thinking about the life of such a person, one has either
to depend upon available information or to look to the results of
his work and go back from there to the source through logical in-
ference. One has to look to the fruit of achievement and infer
that it must have had a befitting seed. The life-activity of such
a person unfolds itself in progressive stages of development.
From the moment of an individual’s birth his natural tendencies
and surrcunding conditions keep reacting on each other and his
responses determine the growth of his personality and the devel-
opment of the stuff of which he is made. We know that Dr.
Hedgewar came from a family that was well-versed in Vedic lore
and was religious-minded, seif-respecting, and short-tempered. If
we keep in mind these inherited qualities, it would not be difficult
to imagine his response to every situation that confronted him.
For instance he lost both his parents in his childhood. This can
have two effects — either the child feels helpless and insecure, or
its basically self-reliant attitude hardens still further. If we know
the natural tendency, we can rightly guess the response.

Dr. Hedgewar’s life provides the clue to the process of his
mental development, and if we keep in mind the changes in the
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circumstances prevailing from day to day we can understand his
mind with still greater clarity.

The advent of the Tilak era was accompanied by two natural
calamities — the terrible famine in the Bombay Presidency in the
last decade of the last century, which affected two crore people
in an area of seventy thousand square miles, and the epidemic of
plague that spread over a wide area during this period and the
beginning of the twentieth century. The Nagpur region was also
affected by both. At such a time the Government shamelessly
celebrated the diamond jubilee of Queen Victoria’s coronation,
thus bringing home the imperialists’ cruel apathy to the common
people. As a reaction, Rand was assassinated in Pune. Against
this background it was natural for the people of the Nagpur region
to fondly remember Swarajya—the benevolent rule of the Bhosalas.
The ideal of Chhatrapati Shivaji was again kindled in the public
mind.

A feeling of affection for heroes who sacrificed their lives
for the sake of freedom grew in the minds of the Nagpurians.
They kept getting to know about such events as the battle of
Sitabardi, the unsuccessful conspiracy of Annasaheb Patwardhan,
the hoisting of the Union Jack on Shaniwar-wada in Pung, the
rebellions of Babasaheb Nargundkar and Umaji Naik, the mar-
tyrdom of freedom-fighters and their commanders in the 1857 war
of independence, the armed insurrection of Bapurao and Vyankat-
rao Gond of Chandrapur, the martyrdom of the Chapekar broth-
ers, the heroic endeavour of Vasudev Balwant Phadke and so on.

In those days, means of communication and propaganda
were far from adequate, still news from far-away places reached
Nagpur, although late. The Nagpurians knew that the final ob-
jective of all armed struggles, big and small, made from the very
beginning of the British regime, was to drive the British out of
the country. The direct motivation of the various Vanvasi and
Kisan agitations in the country as well as the activities of Tantya
Bhil in Maharashtra was economic, but their ultimate aim was
attainment of freedom. The youth of Nagpur had great love for
the revolutionaries who embraced the gallows at various places.
Prominent among such martyrs till the end of the Tilak era were
Ramsingh Kuka (1885), Khudiram Bose (1908), Madanlal Dhin-



NAGPUR DURING THE TILAK ERA 15

gra (1909), Anant Kanhere (1910), Vanchi Aiyar (1911), Avadh
Bihari Govindlal, Amir Chandra Hukumchand, Vishnu Ganesh
Pinglay, Sarabhai Bagi and Kartar Singh (all 1919), Sohanlal
Pathak (1916), Bhai Banta Singh and Sufi Amba Prasad (1917),
etc. Stories of heroism inspired the youth. Swami Vivekananda’s
conquest of the world also gave them courage.

In those days patriotic journalists made a significant contri-
bution to national awakening. The ‘Kesari’, ‘Kal’, ‘Bhala’ and
‘Desh Sevak’ were helping the awakening in the Nagpur region.
The imprisonment of Tilak for his articles and of journalists like
Shivram Mahadev Paranjape, three editors of the ‘Vihari', two
editors of ‘Hind Swarajya’ of Bombay, B. R. Palvankar of ‘Rashtra
Muklk’ of Bombay, the editor, assistant editor and printer of
‘Vishwa Vritta® of Kolhapur, Ghorhonath Phadke, editor of
‘Arunodaya’ of Bombay etc., created fervour among the people
here. There was literature to inspire the youth, like the printing
and distribution of 20,000 copies of a Marathi translation of
‘Mazzini’ by Ganesh Damodar Savarkar, founder of the Abhinav
Bharat Samaj, Swatantrya-veer Savarkar’s works like ‘The 1857
War of Independence’ and ‘Joan of Arc’ in addition to ‘Mazzini’,
his ‘Letters from Andaman’ and his poems, the poems of Govind
- of Nasik, Sakharam Ganesh Deuskar’s *Desher Katha’, the article
titled *“A call to arms” published in the ‘Hindustan Review’ at the
end of 1903, the article highlighting the failure of the Congress
movement led by Hume, Wedderburn, Dadabhai Naoroji and
W. C. Bannerjee, the novel ‘Anand Math’ by Bankim Chandra,
‘Dasboth’ of Samartha Ramdas (Italy’s Ramdas is called Mazzini
and India’s Mazzini is called Ramdas, according to Savarkar), the
account of the economic exploitation of India by Britain published
by Dadabhai Naoroji, R. C. Dutt and Dinshaw Wacha, the ‘Gita
Rahasya’ of Tilak, etc.

Body-building has been a long-standing pastinie in the Nagpur
region. It later developed into Anna Khot’s ‘Nagpur Vyayam-
shala’ and Dattopant Marudkar’s ‘Bharat Vyayamshala’. A great
desire for body-building encouraged contemporary youth to
organise Akharas and Vyayamshalas (gymnasiums). Such activi-
ties as patriotic Bhajans and Kirtans and youth clubs also con-
tinued. On the occasion of festivals like Ganesh Utsav, Shiv
Jayanti, Rama Navami, etc., which Tilak had initiated for the
purpose of mass awakening, leaders like Dadasaheb Khaparde,
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Bapuji Anay, Achyut Balwant Kolhatkar and ‘Tapasvi’ Baba-
saheb Paranjape gave speeches that filled young people’s minds
with a patriotic spirit. All this scattered atmosphere had to have
a focal point. Dr. Balkrishna Shivram Munje fulfilled this need
on his return from the Boer War. He was touched by the plight
of Indians settled abroad and he had expressed his deep feelings
at the Congress session of 1905. Taking inspiration from Tilak,
he brought all activities to Nagpur and also established contacts
between local youth and the revolutionary Anushilan Samiti of
Bengal.

The defeat of Italy by Abyssinia in 1896 and that of Euro-
pean Russia by Japan in 1905 resulted in arousing self-respect and
self-confidence among the non-whites. The other events to deeply
influence the young people of Nagpur were the assassination of
Italian emperors by revolutionary elements, the political assassi-
nations of Austrian empress Elizabeth, the Prime Minister of
Spain, the President of France, the Home Minister of Russia and
the Governor-General of Finland, the declaration of the partition
of Bengal by the British on September 29, 1905, the emergence
of the slogan ‘Vande Mataram’, Dadabhai Naoroji’s justification
of ‘Swaraj’ in the Calcutta Congress session the following year
and its espousal of the fourfold programme of Swaraj, Swadeshi,
boycott and national education. This was why young men from
Nagpur attended the Surat session of the Congress in 1907 in large
numbers to lend support to Tilak. When Tilak was assaulted on
the dais, those who rushed to his defence included Dr. Munje and
Dr. Gadre of Nagpur.

The atmosphere in Nagpur became quite surcharged when
Tilak was sent to jail in Mandalay. As an immediate reaction
students took out a big procession and stoned the Morris College.
A largely-attended protest meeting was held on August 19, 1908
opposite the Vyankatesh Theatre. The same year an industrial
exhibition was held in Kasturchand Park. In the meanwhile one
Narayan Paranjape was arrested on the charge of defacing the
statue of Queen Victoria in Maharaj Bagh with coal-tar. Later
Achyut Balwant Kolhatkar was also arrested. Thus the young
patriots of Nagpur had girded their loins to back Tilak during the
Tilak era. One can imagine the effect that all these events had
on the mind of the born patriot Keshav, who was just completing
his adolescence and coming of age. a



3.
The End of the Tilak Era and the
Beginning of the Gandhi Era

As THE YoUuTH of Nagpur looked upon Tilak as their source of
inspiration, guide and ideal leader, they naturally followed his
thinking on various aspects of national life. In the economic field
Tilak had on the one hand advocated Swadeshi and boycott of
foreign goods and on the other tried to promote indigenous in-
dustrialisation. In the educational field he favoured research into
our ancient sciences and assimilation of Western education and
proving our national greatness on the basis of research. In the
religious field he was for firmly adhering to all points of reverence
but at the same time for bringing about contemporary reform
without harming the religious sensibilities of the common man
and without confusing him.

In those days, social reform was very much in vogue in Ma-
harashtra. Tilak was in favour of social reform but sided with
political reform in the controversy ‘Which first ? Social reform
or political reform 7’. He was of the opinion that various reforms
should certainly be introduced in the society, but vigilance is
necessary while bringing them about. He held that reform must
not be blind imitation of the West, its propagation must not create
an inferiority complex among the people and make them consider
the Westerner superior to them. New things should be introduced
gradually and in the course of educating the people so that they
would be able to digest the reform, and the alien government
should not get an opportunity to interfere with social matters.
Thus social reform should be brought about not by legislation but
by change of heart. He advocated a ‘social convention’ as apart
from the Congress so that there would be no hindrance in building
up a united anti-British front on the Congress platform comprising
both pro-reform and anti-reform elements.

2
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He gave first preference to political work. He said all those
reforms which our social reformers were discussing were already
present in the Burmese society before the British reached there,
but they did not rouse in the Burmese people the strong patriotic
spirit required to oppose the British. Even today, he said then,
the Burmese society has all those reforms but they do not seem
to have given them the national inspiration to launch a freedom
struggle against the British. What he meant was that on the basis
of the societies of Burma and Sri Lanka it could be said that there
is no inevitable causal relationship between social reform and an
awakening of the national spirit.

All outstanding patriots of the Tilak era were staunch Hin-
dus. Hindutva was the source of inspiration for all movements,
armed or non-violent, carried on in those days in various parts of
the country, such as Maharashtra, Bengal, Punjab and Madras.

V. D. Mahajan, author of The Nationalist Movement in India,
writes : “These revolutionaries believed in the philosophy of
bomb or pistol in one hand and the Gita in the other. The revo-
lutionary organisation ‘Anushilan Samiti’ had given firm instruc-
tions that no one is to be admitted who is a non-Hindu or who
has any spite against the Hindus.”

Wolpert writes in his book Tilak and Gokhale : “He stimu-
lated the revival of Hindu religious consciousness.”

Dr. K. C. Vyas, a secular thinker, wrote in his book Social
Renaissance in India : “The religious revival and the growth of
national consciousness affected each other. The new nationalist
movement which developed under the leadership of Aurobindo
Ghosh and B. C. Pal had a common basis of thought in Viveka-
nanda’s Hindu revivalism. As a matter of fact, in many instances
both the movements, the revivalism of Vivekananda and the na-
tionalism of B. C. Pal, and others became one.” ‘

Dr. M. A. Buch, the learned author of Rise and Growth of
Indian Militant Nationalism, writes . “Hence the attempt on the
part of the Bangalee nationalists to base the movement for Swaraj
on the ancient Upanishadic ideal of the search for the metaphysi-
cal absolute in one’s own innermost self. Hence, the worship of
the mother, the country, symbolised as the Goddess Kali.”
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Dr. Annie Besant, founder of the Home Rule League, de-
clared : “And if Hindus do not maintain Hinduism, who shall save
it 7 If India’s own children do not cling to her faith, who shall
guard it ? India alone can save India, and India and Hinduism
are one.”

Lala Lajpat Rai, one of the Lal-Bal-Pal trio, said : “As a
Hindu it is my devout prayer that I may be bom again and again
in this Land of the Vedas to contribute my ‘Karma’ to the cor-
porate ‘Karma’ of the nation.” :

Tilak, the visionary of victory, said : “Time will come when
we shall see our preachers preaching Sanatana Dharma all over
the world. Rise above the Penal Code into the rarefied atmosphere
of the sacred Bhagavad-Gita.”

Bipin Chandra Pal said : “The ideal of Swarajya that has
revealed itself to us is the ideal of divine democracy. The spiritual
note of the present national movement is entirely derived from
the Vedantic thought.”

Barindra Kumar Ghosh wrote : “Sri Krishna had said in the
Gita that whenever there is decline of righteousness and rise in
unrightecousness, there shall be a reincamation of God to rescue
the good, to destroy the wrongdoer and to establish righteousness.
- At the present time, righteousness is declining and unrighteous-
ness is springing up in India. . . .God will not remain inactive.
He will keep His word. Place firm reliance on the promises of
God, invoke His power.”

Yogi Aurobindo said : “Nationalism is a religion that has
come from God. ... When it is said that India shall rise, it is
the Sanatana Dharma that shall rise. When it is said that India
shall be great, it is the Sanatana Dharma that shall be great. It
is for the Dharma and by the Dharma that India exists. To
magnify the Dharma means to magnify the country.”

In his famous Uttarpara speech, he clearly declared : “It is
not today that I am saying that nationalism is a faith, it is a
‘dharma’. Rather I mean to say that Sanatana Dharma is itself
nationalism for us. Hindu nation was born with Sanatana Dharma,
itlives with this Dharma, and grows with Dharma. When Sanatana
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Dharma degenerates, so also does this nation; and if Sanatana
Dharma could die, with it this nation would have died. Sanatana
Dharma is nationalism.”

This was the direction of thought in Nagpur during the Tilak
era. All its political, social and public activities continued in this
ideological atmosphere.

In the political field all activities from the implementation
of the national four-point programme to the propagation of the
message of the Home Rule League were based on faith in Hindutva,
but they were all ‘vegetarian’.

After the Maniktola bomb case the patriots of Nagpur began
to feel that they too should have a significant role in the revo-
lutionary activities of the country. But it was a difficult task to
conduct an armed struggle. It required a person with a burning
heart but with ice-cold intelligence. It is unusual for the two to
co-exist. Still, Nagpur’s patriots did not find it difficult to choose
a leader. They unanimously and quickly chose Keshav Baliram
Hedgewar.

Dr. Hedgewar’s activities after he accepted the responsibil-
ity are described by the State Gazetteer as follows on the basis
of information collected by the British Government from their
Oown sources :

“Hedgewar, the brain behind the revolutionary movement in
Nagpur, had been to Poona to consult Tilak on the matter. Nothing
is known about the nature of the advice he received. One Bhauji
Kavare was the trusted associate of Hedgewar. Both used to
secure pistols and ammunition clandestinely from outside. One
Dadasaheb Baksi repaired old pistols and made them serviceable.
Hedgewar once unsuccessfully tried to secure arms and ammu-
nition from Goa. Funds were collected for this movement and
secret meetings were held at out-of-the-way places like Bardwari,
Tulsibag, Sonegaon Mandir, Kolonelbag, Indira Mandir and Mohite
Wada. Life of Mazzini, stories of Bengal revolutionaries, the
Alipur and Maniktola bombing cases, and ‘Indian War of Inde-
pendence’ by Savarkar were widely circulated among the revo-
lutionaries as food for thought. Hedgewar had sent his own
trusted persons to Punjab with a view to keeping contact with the
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revolutionaries there. One Shri Ganga Prasad was included in this
secret deputation. He was accompanied by Appaji Joshi of
Wardha and Nanaji Puranik and Baburao Harkare of Nagpur.
These revolutionary activities were conducted for nearly 3 years
from 1916 onwards. Towards the end of World War I, Hedgewar
found that the movement was losing its dynamism and the chances
of its success were few. He, therefore, called back his compatriots
and systematically disorganised the movement. He then joined
the Congress.”

The man who did all this was officially evaluated in the State
Gazetteer in the following words :

‘He [Hedgewar] was a staunch protagonist of the principles
and ideals of Hindutva, but this is no indication that he was an
antagonist of other religions and faiths. He was the principal
pioneer in establishing the organisation known as Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh.”

On June 17, 1914 Tilak was released from Mandalay Jail.
His return again invigorated the political scene. Dr. Annie Besant
had alrcady toured C. P. and Berar in 1917, but Tilak’s tour of
the region was very effective in spreading the message of the
Home Rule League among the masses. All patriotic people of
the region endeavoured to make the tour a success. It was used
by Tilak to prepare the people for the freedom struggle. As a
result it was followed by many successful programmes all over
the region, such as public mectings and mass awakening cam-
paigns against the Rowlatt Act and the Jalianwala Bagh massacre
and for propagation of the message of the Amritsar Congress. As
somebody has rightly said, before his death Tilak had laid a sound
foundation for the wide scope that Gandhiji later gave to the
freedom struggle.

The Tilak era that began on July 4, 1899 came to an end on
August 1, 1920. Against the background of the great legacy of
national awakening that he left behind at the end of a life of
ceaseless endeavour, the Gandhi era began at the All-India Session
of the Congress in Nagpur on December 16, 1924. a



Leadership of the Tilak and
Gandhi Eras

THE PROBLEM, called ‘communalism’ after 1920, was actually
not ‘Hindus versus Muslims’ but ‘national versus anti-national’.
It is not our intention to analyse it as a principle here. The national
leadership’s success in solving it on a practical level can be taken
as an index of its capability.

It is obvious that any imperialistic power would adopt a
‘divide and rule’ policy in its colony. Sir Syed Ahmed Khan had
once declared, “The Hindus and Muslims are the two eyes of
India, and either without the other would deface the mother’s
countenance”. ‘Turning such a man into a rabid communalist was
a triumph of the divisive policy of the British. It was also natural
that those leaders whose personal ends were served by this policy
incited the people within their spheres of influence to oppose the
freedom struggle and support the imperial power.

These two factors will always be present. The test of the
national leadership is not to lose its mental balance in any such
situation, to prevent the masses from being misled and divided
by the rulers, select intelligent and capable persons from among
them and assimilate them in the national mainstream, and give
them status so that they could be helped to increase their influence
on their groups. This is the only way to solve this problem, and
it was successfully adopted in the Tilak era.

There were two classes of patriots who advocated non-
violence. One advocated it as a matter of principle, the other as
a matter of strategy. Similarly there were two classes who talked
with the Muslims to counter the British tactics. One considered

»
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the process of talks a principle, the other a strategy. The talks
at the time of the Lucknow Congress during the Tilak era were
a part of strategy. So they did not mean surrender of the Hindus.

Everybody was aware of the clear fact that it was not
possible for anybody to go beyond the jait accompli Morley-
Minto plan, still only such Muslims were chosen for compromise
talks as were amcnable to Congress nationalism and respected
Tilak. The policy of the Gandhi era was exactly the opposite of
this. In that era, nationalist Muslim leaders within the Congress
were taken for granted and those who were rabidly communal,
anti-national and anti-Congress were considered representatives
of the Muslims and invited for talks. In spite of Tilak’s precau-
tions it was feared that the talks in his times might result in
Muslim appeasement, and so Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya had
publicly declared in the session that in that event he would raise
the banner of revolt. That even he considered the Lucknow Pact
acceptable speaks of the nature of the compromise. It also speaks
of Tilak’s capability.

Like all people with faith in Hindutva, Malaviya felt that
the Congress policy vis-a-vis Muslims should be neither to appease
them nor to boycott them but to take them along.

Tilak was never in favour of appeasement. He believed in
‘Sarva Dharma Sama Bhava’ (rcligious equality) but at the same
time had the sense of proportion to prevent it from deteriorating
into appeasement. He held that everyone, Hindus, Muslims and
others, should have full religious freedom, and time and again
expressed this commitment on his part. For instance he certainly
wanted that justice should be done to the Muslims in the Khilafat
matter, but Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramaya highlighted Tilak’s sense of
proportion when he commented, “the Lokmanya did not sympa-
thise with this [Khilafat] movement, but he did not oppose it.”

In other matters too Tilak showed a unique sense of pro-
portion. During the last phase of his life he told Gandhiji : “I
like the programme well enough, but I have my doubts as to the
country being with us in the sclf-denying ordinance which non-
co-operation presents to the people. I will do nothing to hinder
the progress of the movement, I wish you every success ; and if
you gain the popular ear, you will find in me an enthusiastic
supporter.”
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The Chauri Chaura episode showed how accurately Tilak
had gauged the public mind.

It would surprise many to learn that in the Tilak era the
Muslim League had, like the Congress, accepted Indian Independ-
ence as an objective.

In 1888, Lt.-Govermnor Auckland Calvin actively initiated
the divisive policy in the Eastern Provinces. He tried to wean the
Muslims away from the Congress. It was natural for some educated
Muslims with vested interests to fall a prey to this policy. But
there was also another factor at work in those days. While
proposing the name of Mr. Yule for the presidentship of the fourth
Congress session at Allahabad, Sheikh Raza Hussain had placed
before the delegates the fiat of the religious leaders of the Sunni
Muslims of Lucknow to support the Congress and stated, “It is
not the Muslims but their official masters-who are opposed to the
Congress.” '

The Morley-Minto plan had planted the poison-seed of
separate constituencies. In the beginning even the Muslims were
not in favour of it. In the 25th Congress session held at Allahabad
in 1910, Jinnah moved a resolution condemning communal rep-
resentation for the Muslims, and Maulvi Mazar-ul-Haq seconded
it. At a time when the plan to give communal representation to
the Muslims in the legislative council was being implemented
under the Morley-Minto Reforms, it was a matter of great courage
for Jinnah and Mazar-ul-Haq to publicly condemn this special
concession being granted to Muslims. In this connection a spokes-
man of Gandhism says :

“It required an utmost sincerity of purpose and courage of
conviction to be able to say, as Mazar-ul-Haq did, to the Muslims
who were just then elated with their achievements, that their
success was really injurious to the common interests of the two
great communities and that what the country wanted was that they
should join hands and not remain apart in watertight compart-
ments.

“The Muslims who, ever since the partition days, had
remained aloof from national ideals and pinned their faith on the
bureaucracy, saw better in 1913, and the Congress, in its Karachi
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session in 1913, placed on record that year its warm appreciation
of the adoption by the All-India Muslim League of the ideal of
self-government for India within the British Empire and of the
belief which the League had so emphatically declared at its previous
session that the political future of the country depends upon the
harmonious working and co-operation of the two great commu-
nities.”

“The Muslim League expresses hope that the leaders of the
different communities would make every endeavour to find a
modus operandi for joint and concerted action on all questions of
national good and eamestly appeals to all sections to help the
object they have at heart.”

In 1916-17, Dr. Annie Besant undertook an extensive tour
for the propagation of her Home Rule League. The Government
interned her. A wave of deep resentment spread all over the
country against this. As an expression of his protest, Jinnah
himself immediately became a member of the Home Rule League.
On July 28, 1917 a joint meeting of the All-India Congress Com-
mittee and the All-India Muslim League praised the work of the
Home Rule League and condemned the Government’s repression.

Lokmanya Tilak was insuited in a special meeting called
by the Govemnor of Bombay for discussions with representatives
of the Home Rule League. As a protest against this, a big meeting
was held at the Shantaram Chawl in Bombay on June 16, 1918.
In the evening a big public meeting was also held under the
chairmanship of Gandhiji, in which Jinnah plainly said he had
doubts about the bonafides of the Government.

The Montagu-Chelmsford Report was published in June
1918, after which a special session of the Congress was held in
Bombay on August 23, 1918 under the presidentship of Hasan
Imam. At the same time a special session of the Muslim League
was also held under the presidentship of the Nawab of
Mehmudabad. The resolutions passed by the Congress and the
League were similar.

The 1919 Congress session called attention to the Khilafat
problem but also passed a resolution thanking the Muslims for
agreeing to discontinuance of cow-slaughter on the occasion of
Bakrid.
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When Lala Lajpat Rai reached Bombay on February 20,
1920 at the end of six years of exile, the national leaders who
welcomed him were Lokmanya Tilak, Jinnah and Annie Besant.

The decision about the non-co-operation movement of the
Congress taken in an all-party meeting in Allahabad on June 2,
1920 was supported by the Muslim League session in Calcutta
on December 7, 1920.

The psychological atmosphere of the Tilak era can also be
gauged from the fact that when Shaukat Ali and Mohammed Ali
were released from the Chhindwara jail at the time of the Amristar
Congress, they went straight to Amritsar, where they paid their
respects to Tilak and publicly supported the Congress stand.

If we compare the behaviour of Jinnah and the Ali brothers
during the Tilak era with their behaviour in the Gandhi era, no
need remains to comment on the comparative capabilities of the
Congress leadership in the two eras.

Tilak’s thinking and work were having an impact on his
young admirers in Nagpur. Naturally Dr. Hedgewar was not
untouched by them.

The British Government had extensive information on
Tilak’s viewpoint about the armed efforts that were being made
for freedom. Hence, in every such event, from the assassination
of Rand to the end, the Government always thought that Tilak
must have actively participated in it, or aided it, or at least
sympathised with it. He had to face penalties for expressing such
thoughts as a journalist. Commenting upon Shivaji’s assassina-
tion of Afzal Khan he had said, “If thieves enter our house and
we have no strength to drive them out, should we not without hesi-
tation shut them in and bumn them alive ? God has conferred on
the Mlechhas (foreigners) no grant of Hindusthan inscribed on
imperishable brass.”

Martyr Damodar Chapekar had said : “Let us take a pledge
to fight till the last breath and die bravely but not without painting
the earth red with English blood. . . . Is it not shameful that we
call our country Hindusthan (the land of Hindus) but let it be ruled
over by Englishmen ?”

Tilak approved of this sentiment. He said, “If there appeared
even a 50 per cent chance for the success of an armed rebellion,
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I would resort to it and trust God to give success to the extent
of the remaining half.”

The first and most important offering of the heroic atmos-
phere of the Tilak era was Swatantrya-veer Savarkar. His prowess
had an indclible impact on the mind of the youth. News of the
work being done in Europe by Madame Cama and Shyamji
Krishnavarma was also inspiring them. When Madame Cama
accompanied Sardar Singh Rana to the International Socialist
Conference in Germany in 1907 and unfurled the flag of inde-
pendent India in it, the news electrified the youth of India. We
now all know these events, but reading the authorized history of
the Congress for that period cannot give us a true idea of the mind
of contemporary youth. Did Gandhiji advocate the extreme non-
violence that Savarkar had ridiculed inhis play ‘Sanysta Khadga'?
This is a different question, but his disciples made non-violence
quite ridiculous. Things went to such extremes that even Pt.
Nehru expressed surprise at some Gandhians raising objection to
the formation of a volunteer corps for Congress session arrange-
ments in the name of non-violence. It is inconceivable that
historians believing in this type of non-violence as a value of life
would do justice by those engaged in an armed struggle. Aa a
matter of fact revolutionary activities attracted contemporary youth
more than the various activities of the Congress. Some importarit
activities of this nature were as follows :

*  On December 6, 1907 an attempt was made to blow up
the train of the Lt.-Governor of Bengal.

*  In December 1907 an unsuccessful attempt was made
to shoot dead the former District Magistrate of Dacca.

*  On April 30, 1908 Prafulla Chaki and Khudiram Bose
threw a bomb at Presidency Magistrate Kingsford, which killed
Mrs. and Miss Kennedy.

*  The Maniktola bomb case of May 1908, followed by
revolutionary events in Dacca, Faridpur, Maimensingh and
Bakerganj. areas.

*  On November 9, 1909 a bomb was thrown at Lord and
Lady Minto in Ahmedabad.

*  Revolutionary activities in Pondicherry under the lead-
ership of V. V. S. Aiyar and Thirumal Acharya.
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* On June 17, 1911 Vanchi Aiyar shot at Tirunelveli
District Magistrate Ashe. (The Tirunelveli conspiracy case).

*  On December 22, 1912 Ras Bihari Bose threw a bomb
at Lord Hardinge in Chandni Chowk, Delhi. (The Delhi conspir-
acy case).

*  The well-known Komagata-Maru affair of Baba Guru-
dit Singh of Canada in 1914, arising out of anti-India Canadian
laws, ending in the assassination of Hopkins, chief of the Cana-
dian immigration office, by Mewa Singh.

*  Efforts by Taraknath Das and Sohan Singh Bhakna to
organise Indians settled on the West Coast of the U.S.A., result-
ing in the establishment of the Ghadar Party in San Francisco and
Central U.S. and in the Far East.

*  The failure of the Ghadar Party’s all-India revolt on
January 21, 1915 — under the leadership of Baghi Kartar Singh,
Bhai Paramanand, Ganesh Pinglay, Jagat Singh and Harmam Singh,
which ended with the hanging of Ganesh Pinglay on November
16, 1915 (after the hanging and transportation for life of all his
associates).

*  The revolt in Singapore of 700 Jawans of the 5th Light
Infantry under the leadership of Jamadar Chistikhan and Subedar
Dande Khan.

*  Efforts made during the First World War by Lala
Hardayal, Ravindranath Chattopadhyaya, Bhupendranath Dutt and
M. N. Roy to secure the help of William Kaiser of Germany and
Lenin, and the establishment of independent India’s provisional
government by Raja Mahendra Pratap in Kabul.

*  The memorable battle of Bagha Jatin (Jatindranath
Mukherji) and his four associates with an armed battalion of
police in the jungles of Balasore, Orissa, in 1915. '

Many such stirring reports reached contemporary Nagpur
and were eagerly received by the receptive youth. Prominent
among these young men was Keshavrao. ]



Changing Circumstances,
Unchanging Inspiration

SINCE tHE founding of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, there
have been two changes in the individual leadership but the quality
of leadership has remained the same. The Sanskrit saying ‘Vishnu
is the heart of Shiva and Shiva the heart of Vishnu’ is equally
applicable to all three Sar-sanghchalaks of the Sangh. Conse-
quently, each of them can be called the other's alter-ego.

Still the situation keeps changing, so the nature of difficul-
ties the three had to face was naturally somewhat different. Some
difficulties can be called common characteristics in the life of the
Sangh, but some others were peculiar to their times.

Because of a long lapse of time it is difficult for today’s
generation to imagine the difficulties that were peculiar to Dr.
Hedgewar’s times.

The speed of events during the two decades from 1920 to
1940 can be assessed from a number of pointers. The ups and
downs in Dr. Munje’s life during this period can be considered
one such index. The work done by the party of legislators led-
by him in the C. P. and Berar Council was more effective than
that done in any other province of the country. This was the high-
est point of his public life. On the other hand his defeat by 3,216
votes, even in a limited constituency, as a candidate of the Congress
Nationalist Party of Anay and Malaviya on the issue of the
Communal Award, was the lowest. However, it was difficult even
for contemporary people to really know if the plight of stalwarts
like Bipin Chandra Pal, N. C. Kelkar, etc., in those days and the
alternative leadership that emerged as a challenge to the estab-
lished leadership in many regions (S. M. Sengupta in Bengal,
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Brijlal Biyani in Vidarbha, Barrister Abhyankar in Marathi-speak-
ing Vidarbha) was the natural culmination of an extensive Congress
movement or the outcome of a well-thought-out conspiracy.

Many new forces were emerging in the new situation.

There was of course no question of Congressmen participat-
ing in the first election under the Montford reforms in October
1920. Even the Swaraj Party had not been set up by then. This
election helped the emergence of non-Brahmins as a force. The
spokesmen of this class were. Wamanrao Ghorpade and Baburao
Bhosale of Nagpur, Pandharinath Patil of Buldhana, Nanasaheb
Amritkar of Morshi, R. B. Naidu of Wardha, Akarte of Amravati
and Gulabrao Naigaonkar of tehsil Chandur.

But in his presidential address at the All-India Depressed
Classes Conference in Nagpur in 1920, Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj
had confronted non-Brahmin leaders with a question — “You wish
to attain the social level of the Brahmins, but are your prepared
to accept untouchables as your social equals 7. As a result, and
also because of reports of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's activities
going on at the time in Western Maharashtra, a new awakening
was stirring among the untouchables of the Nagpur region, espe-
cially among the Mahars, and a new leadership of this class was
emerging. Dalit workers like Dashrath Patil were young then.

The labour class was also waking up. Its main workers were
Dhundirajpant Thengdi, Kisan Phagu and Rambhau Ruikar.

At the other end, some patriotic members of the Malgujar
community came together now and then in an association
humorously called ‘Narendra- Mandal’. This included Talatule,
Babasaheb Tarodekar and Sami-ulla Khan.

The Congress was not contesting the elections, so the
Nationalist Party was active in the field in order to prevent
undesirable elements from coming to the fore. Its leaders were
Babasaheb Khaparde, Barrister Ramrao Deshmukh, Manoharpant
Deshpande, Govindrao Charde (Wardha), Balwantrao Deshmukh
(Chanda), etc.

1 -
The Hindu Maha Sabha was also in the field. Active in this
party were Dr. Munje, Dr. Hedgewar, Raja Laxmanrao Bhosale,
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Vishwanathrao Kelkar, Jagannath Prasad Verma, R. B. Mavkar,
editor of the weekly ‘Savdhan’ and its writers like P. B. Bhave,
Prof. V. S. Deshpande, Balshastri Hardas, Bindumadhav Puranik,
etc. These same people had also worked for the Congress
Nationalist Party on the issue of the Communal Award.

After Dr. Munje lost his hold, the leadership of the Congress
Committee of Marathi-speaking Vidarbha passed into new hands.
The new leaders were Barrister Morubhau Abhyankar, Punamchand
Raka, Jamnalal Bajaj, Mahatma Bhagwan Din, Gen. Mancharsha
Awara, Halde, Udhoji, Dada Dharmadhikari, Deendayal Gupta,
Nilkanthrao Deshmukh (Virulkar), Dr. N. B, Khare, A. S. Pat-
wardhan, Baburao Harkare, M. J. Kanetkar, editor of ‘Nihspriha’,
Ganpatrao Tikekar, etc. In Vidarbha Brijlal Biyani was coming
into prominence along with Bapuji Anay and Veer Vamanrao
Joshi.

Gopalrao Ogale, editor of ‘Maharashtra’, also contributed
in this work in his own way.

As Wardha was the main centre of Mahatma Gandhi, all
political leaders at the national level had often to come to the
Nagpur region ; and the centres of various constructive activities
conducted in Wardha (Maganwadi) became centres of attraction
for constructive workers. Later the Wardha surroundings also
became the centre for the Sarvodaya movement. -

At many places in the region there were lawyers and other
intellectuals who disagreed with the Gandhi policy. Some revo-
lutionaries to whom Gandhiji’s non-violence was unacceptable
were also awaiting propitious times.

‘Aprabuddha’ of the Vamashram Swarajya Sangh, retired
Justice Parande and Shri Gimikar were engaged in propagating
their opinions through their weekly journal.

As young men of the Nagpur region were given to body-
building, they were encouraged in this direction by the ‘Ustads’
of various Akharas and Vyayamshalas being conducted all over
the region as well as by Anna Khot and Dattopant Marudkar of
the ‘Nagpur’ and ‘Bharat’ Vyayamshalas, and Dr. Shivajirao
Patwardhan, Ambadaspant Vaidya, Ashare, Kane, Kokardekar,
etc., of Hanuman Vyayam Prasarak Mandal of Amravati.
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Others who were engaged in mass awakening in their own
ways were Vinayak Maharaj Masurkar of ‘Gomantak Shuddhi’
fame, who was conducting social-service organisations, student
bodies and religious activities like Anath Vidyarthi Griha,
Shraddhanand Anathalaya, reading-rooms, a blind school, cow-
protection meetings, Bhajan groups, etc., disciples of saints like
Pachlegaonkar Maharaj of the ‘Mukti Sena’, Tukdoji Maharaj of
Gurudeo Mandal, Mozri, etc., and national ‘Kirtankars’ like
Dadashastri Kayarkar.

With all of them Dr. Hedgewar had intimate and affectionate
contacts. '

In addition he was also in contact with such eminent per-
sonalities as Narayanrao Alekar, Justice Bhawani Shankar Niyogi,
D. Laxmi Narayan, Dajishastri Chandekar, Tatyaji Wazalwar, etc.

All these contacts were useful for the newly-formed Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh as protective fencing, but they also ob-
structed the Sangh in maintaining its pure ideological form. It
was a testing time for Dr. Hedgewar’s mental poise.

Here are a few examples of what people expected of him :

‘Our Keshav is so capable. In such a short time he set up
an organisation and expanded it. He also has a group of educated
young mcn. Now we’ll call Keshav’s band for baby s wedding
instead of the usual band.’

‘Why has Keshavrao started this new gymnasium ? Ours
is working quite well. Let us tell him to merge the two, so that
we would have one big Vyayamshala.’

*We need a lot of funds for our school. Dr. Hedgewar has
good standing among the people. We’ll send him for fund
collection.’

‘We have decided to hold an all-India conference of our
political party and we can also collect the necessary funds for it,
but where do we get the volunteers we shall need to arrange
everything ? Dr. Hedgewar has a good group of young workers.
We shall ask him to send a hundred volunteers in uniform and
wearing RSS badges for three days. It would be a nice show.’
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‘Funds are required for revolutionary activities. The only
way to get money is to mount a raid. But for that we need sturdy
young men. If Dr. Hedgewar is not ready to cooperate with this
work, what is the use of all this youth-power ?’

‘If the Sangh’s entire machinery is set to the task of propa-
gating the national language Hindi, we could achieve this year’s
propaganda target in two months. But it seems we have not been
able to convince Dr. Hedgewar of the importance of this work,
although he is our man.’

The greater the orbit of contact, the greater and more varied
the expectations of those in contact. Dr. Hedgewar had the
organisation ; naturally his friends had the expectations ! Was
it possible for all these people to understand the proposed final
form of the Sangh ? If their expectations were met, unhealthy
distortions would creep into this form which it would not be
possible to remove in future ; on the other hand if they were not,
carefully cultivated contacts would be jeopardised. That would
be counter-productive in the short term, but in the context of the
ultimate goal, fulfilling their expectations would reduce to noth-
ing all the penance of the Sangh. What would be the right decision
in such circumstances ?

Even now, six decades later, when people have had'a good
view of the final concept, it is by no means easy to explain to
them the form of the Sangh and the constraints necessary for it.
In those initial days, when there was not even a fleeting glimpse
of the final form, it was neither possible to understand nor to
explain it. Even today when the Sangh is so developed, it is
extremely difficult, if not impossible to realise how Dr. Hedgewar
must have been pulled in different directions and what great
presence of mind and fortitude he must have required to steer his
way through the situation.

Dr. Hedgewar started preparing for the founding of the Sangh
by first controlling his hereditary short-temper. Those who had
listened to his fiery speeches before the founding of the Sangh
were surprised at his later soft speech. His complete dedication
and consequent complete absence of ego precluded any possibility
of clashes with anybody on an individual level. He always kept
a modest profile. Consequently, even those who had political

3
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differences with him had affection and respect for him. Wherever
he went, prominent people of the place came to see him and pay
their respects to him.

In those days there were various schools of thought in the
social and religious fields, such as atheists and believers, support-
ers of idol-worship and those against it, followers of Dwaita
philoscphy and the followers of Adwaita philosophy, social re-
formers and sanatanists.

Dr. Hedgewar was careful not to enter into an argument with
any of these. The thought behind this self-imposed restraint was
that one who was out to unite all Hindus, irrespective of their
views, ought not to uphold any particular view. In the economic
field his goal was to free the whole world from the stranglehold
of capitalism. This had become clear when at his insistence the
reception committee of the Nagpur Congress (1920) sent such a
resolution to the subjects committee for ¢onsideration. But even
in this field he did not take an active part but built up friendly
contacts with trade-union leaders.

As a patriot he was an active worker of the Congress since
the Tilak era. In those days the Congress was not a party but a
broad-based anti-British platform. Freedom-lovers of various
views and tendencies had come together in the Congress as it was
the only medium for the freedom struggle. Shaukat Ali and
Mohammed Ali were in the Congress as well as Munje and
Malaviya. Those who believed in non-violence in principle, those
who accepted it only as a strategy, and those who did not believe
it it but accepted it as a matter of discipline, had all come together
on one platform. There were staunch nationalists there as well
as staunch internationalists like M. N. Roy. People of the Hindu
Maha Sabha, the Congress Democratic Party founded by Tilak
before his death, and later those of the Democratic Swaraj Party
were also active in the Congress. Malaviya, known for his religious
piety, was twice president of the Congress and thrice of the Hindu
Maha Sabha. Chitta Ranjan Das and Pt. Motilal Nehru, who
differed with Gandhiji on the issue of Council Entry in January
1923, had formed a group called Swaraj Party within the Con-
gress. In February 1926 Jaikar and Kelkar formed the ‘Respon-
sivist’ Party and in April the same year the ‘Nationalist Party’ was
founded. Leaders of both these parties were in the Congress.
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In 1929 Maulana Azad formed the ‘Nationalist Muslim Party’
within the Congress. It was again within the Congress that people
of socialist thinking organised a ‘Congress Socialist Group’ in
1934. People like Anay and Malaviya, who differed with Gandhiji
on the issue of the Communal Award, even participated in the
elections under the banner of the ‘Congress Nationalist Party’. On
entering the Congress in 1936 M. N. Roy had organised his
‘radical democratic’ friends within the party and advised Con-
gress Socialists not to insist on any leftist programme so much
that they would have to leave the Congress. Subhash Chandra
Bose formed the ‘Forward Bloc’ in May 1939 only a few days
after resigning from the presidentship of the Congress, but ini-
tially it was considered a part of the Congress. In short in those
days the Congress was not a regular political party in the accepted
sense of the term but an all-inclusive platform.

It appears, however, that this comprehensive character
gradually began to shrink. The capacity to keep together follow-
ers of different views was gradually eroded and the Congress
changed from a ‘platform’ into a party -

On July 24, 1935 the British Parhament passed the Govem—
ment of India Bill. It received imperial sanction on August 2.
On August 23, 1936 the Congress published jts manifesto. Elections
took place in February 1937. On March 17, 1937 the Congress
authorized concerned people to form ministries in the provinces,
and they were formed in seven out of eleven provinces of the
country. In Assam too a Congress ministry took office in September
1938. In Sind a Congress-supported ministry came to power.
During all this period Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was chairman of .
the Parliamentary Sub-committee of the Congress. Perhaps the
ministries were considered a part of the war with the Government,
so it may have become imperative to give absolute war-time
authority to the individual bearing the full burden of responsibil-
ity. But from the organisational point of view the changed
atmosphere inevitably led to people differing with Gandhiji,
finding it impossible to continue in the Congress. About Sardar
Patel John Gunther wrote : “He is the party boss par excellence.
He is the Tim Farley, the ruthless party fixer and organiser. Once
Gandhiji has determined the line to take, it is Patel who rams it
through. He is the creator of political machine and he virtually
controls eight Congress ministries.”
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Another knowledgeable writer says, “He [Patel] was the
fuehrer of the Congress parliamentary reign, both de jure and de
facto.”

As aresult M. N. Roy had to leave the Congress in December
1940. Around the same time Bose met more or less the same fate.
A few days before this, pro-Hindu elements also realised that they
could no longer continue in the Congress. The transformation of
the Congress from an all-inclusive platform into a party is clearly
explained by the Nariman-Khare-Bose episodes.

But so long as this process of transformation had not run its
full course, all patriots wanted to stay in the Congress and make
it a comprehensive anti-British medium ; so in spite of their dif-
ferences with Gandhiji even the pro-Hindu elements actively and
vigorously worked on the political plane under the Congress
banner. Dr. Hedgewar was among them.

At the time of Tilak’s death, Dr. Munje was the unanimous
leader of the Congress in the Nagpur region. Under his influence
and because of his capacity, the Council Entry programme had
been more successful in C. P.-Berar than anywhere else in the
country. Because of Loknayak Bapuji Anay’s undisputed lead-
ership in Vidarbha and the influence of Tilak’s thinking on the
mass mind, Dr. Munje was in a strong position in Marathi-speak-
ing Central Province. The region aiso had a well-knit band of
workers, prominent among whom were Dr. Hedgewar and Appaji
Joshi of Wardha.

In the Gandhi era this form of the provincial Congress
gradually underwent a change. As in some other regions, here
too the tendency to challenge the established leadership grew or
was encouraged. The undesirable elements that had been pro-
moted in the first elections under the Montford plan in the region
had affected the Gandhian movement. Still with the passage of
time people began to progressively forget Tilak and his work.
This was a natural and partly a deliberately encouraged process.
The money collected for Tilak’s Swaraj Fund was used to appoint
new full-time Congress workers who were apathetic to the Tilak
school of thought. On the other hand there were systematic efforts
to project the new national leadership of the Gandhi era. On top
of all this there were some unfortunate events : S. B. Tambe of
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the Munje group and E. Raghavendra Rao, supposed to belong
to the same group, were tempted into accepting Govemnorship.
The cumulative effect of all these events was that the Congress
in Marathi-speaking C. P. rapidly changed. The thread of soli-
darity was snapped and Tilak’s followers had to work for the
Congress in the company of very different and even incompatible
fellow-workers. This was a severe test of their dedication and
balance of mind.

It is well known that Dr. Hedgewar had made a significant
contribution in the first non-co-operation movement. It is also
well known that he had led the Jungle Satyagraha of 1931. But
during this period the internal atmosphere of the Marathi C. P.
Congress had changed a lot for the worse and many new people,
strange faces and different thoughts had appeared on the scene..
How difficult it must have been to work with dedication and
fortitude under the changed circumstances cannot be realised by
merely reading the history of the Congress. Dr. Hedgewar was
one of those followers of Tilak who showed these exceptional
qualities in a generous measure during that period.

A very important event took place in Nagpur in the period
between the two popular movements mentioned above. The small
seed of a huge banyan tree of the future was planted without
fanfare. The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh was founded.

It need not be explained here in detail that as a result of a
direct and active contact with all contemporary nation-building
activities, good acquaintance with national as well as foreign
schools of thought and a basic and deep study of the ideal and
the instrument —

(1) Dr. Hedgewar acquired a bifocal vision. The immedi-
ate objective was freedom of the Hindu nation within his life-
time; the ultimate ideal was the pinnacle of glory of the Hindu
nation.

(2) The means for the ultimate goal was protection of
Dharma, and for this the entire Hindu society was to be organised
into an irresistible force.

(3) The way to this organised state of sociecty was the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. Every Hindu was to be infused
with the spirit of dedication to the nation and thus made a
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‘Swayamsevak’. A disciplined organisation of such Swayam-
sevaks was to be raised. It was to identify itself with the entire
Hindu nation.

(4) Swayamsevaksimbued with the ‘samskars’ of the Sangh
were to enter various walks of life and engage in activities that
would help develop thoughts conducive to ‘Param Vaibhav’, the
height of glory. This was the ultimate grand goal.

(5) The Congress was a useful instrument for the achieve-
ment of the short-term objective ; the Hindu Maha Sabha was its
refinement ; the Sangh was the enduring instrument for the at-
tainment of the final goal.

This was the bifocal vision of revered Dr. Hedgewar.

He never lost sight of the final goal but made a comparative
evaluation of temporary factors in relation to it. On the strength
of this thinking he concluded that after the advent of Gandhi the
Congress had undergone many undesirable ideological changes
at the all-India level and organisational changes at the regional
level ; still there was no alternative to the Congress as a useful
means for achieving immediate objectives, and so it would have
to be used as a political medium ; still this short-term activity
would have 1o be put in the proper perspective in relation to the
ultimate ideal which was never to be lost sight of.

Great equanimity is required to ensure that the immediate
does not affect the ultimate and the ultimate does not remove the
immediate from sight. Dr. Hedgewar clearly possessed this balance
of mind. A discussion of the immediate and final goals never
confused him or made him lose his balance. a



Composure and Poise

THE Conaress launched three agitations after 1920. The first
was in 1920-21, which ended with the release of Gandhiji in
February 1924. The second was in 1930-31, which was recalled
in May 1934. The third began with Vinoba Bhave’s individual
Satyagraha on October 10, 1940, which was later converted into
the August 1942 movement and ended with the release of all
members of the Congress Working Committee on June 15, 1945.

The first agitation had taken place before the founding of the
Sangh. Dr. Hedgewar’s participation in it is well known. As ex-
plained earlier, before the third agitation began the Congress had
lost its character as an ali-inclusive platform and had become a
narrow party since 1937, after which it had become difficult for
any patriot not seeing eye-to-eye with Gandhiji to remain in it.
So long as Congress leadership had not become narrow-minded,
all pro-Hindu elements had decided to rise above their many
differences with Gandbhiji, use the Congress as far as possible as
an anti-imperialistic platform, and strive sincerely for the success
of its activities and agitations. In the meanwhile the agitations
of 1930-31 began.

Mahatma Gandhi began the agitation with the Dandi March
in March 1930. It was an important agitation from the point of
view of contemporary political awakening. Dr. Hedgewar never
held that going to jail would bring independence. Gopalrao
Ogale, editor of ‘Maharashtra’, had explained this when Dr.
Hedgewar was sentenced in 1921. The only purpose of going to
jail in those days was national awakening. Addressing a meeting
on August 19, 1921, held on the occasion of Dr. Hedgewar’s
arrest, Vishwanathrao Kelkar had told the people about his message
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while going to jail : “If you have to go to jail while engaged in
your work, by all means go. But going to jail should not be the
goal. The goal should be service to the country.” Congratulating
Dr. Hedgewar in the issue of ‘Maharashtra’ dated August 24.
Ogale wrote that Dr. Hedgewar was firmly of the opinion that he
could do more outside jail instead of sitting idly inside.

Addressing Swayamsevaks on the eve of his participation in
the 1930 Satyagraha, Dr. Hedgewar said : “There has been no
change in the Sangh’s convictions and methods of work, nor has
our belief in them been shaken. Itis the duty of every organisation
ceaselessly working for the country’s freedom to keep itself fully
informed of various movements going on in the country and use
the information for the good of the country. This is the purpose
of the Sangh Swayamsevaks’ participation in this movement.
Today, going to jail is looked upon as a symbol of patriotism. But
if we tell anyone prepared to go to jail for a couple of years that
he should take leave from his domestic responsibilities for the
same period and devote himself to building up an organisation of
freedom-lovers, he would not fancy the idea. Why is this so ?
The reason is that people are not at all ready to understand that
freedom can be achieved not by working for it for a few months
but by organising the people for long years. So long as this
seasonal patriotism is not given up and so long as we are not ready
to sacrifice everything for the country and pledge to lead a life
dedicated to the task of organisation for the sake of freedom, the
country cannot see good days. To instil this feeling in the youth
and bind them together with the thread of organisation is the goal
of the Sangh.”

Participation in the movement was important for national
awakening. It had to be done, but it was also necessary to
remember that although it had much temporary importance, it was
only an occasional national activity. It was necessary to maintain
a balance that would fulfil the requirement of the hour but at the
same time not adversely affect the regular work of the Sangh. It
was decided that Dr. Hedgewar would certainly participate in the
movement with some of his close associates, but the Sangh would
not take part as a body. The Satyagraha was an important but
temporary activity, while the work of the Sangh was of a perma-
nent nature. Swayamsevaks could take part in the Satyagraha in
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their individual capacities but they should not wear Sangh uni-
form or wear RSS badges while doing so. The Sangh Shakha
must go on every day without fail. The organisation should work
for the country without pride. This was why before leaving for
the Satyagraha Dr. Hedgewar entrusted the responsibility of Sar-
sangh-chalak to Dr. L. B. Paranjape and of the actual work in
Nagpur to Babasaheb Apte and Baburao Bhedi. Declaring Dr.
Hedgewar’s plan to participate in the Satyagraha in his presiden-
tial address at the Guru Dakshina ceremony on July 12, 1930, Dr.
Paranjape said : “There is no doubt that the present agitation
would further the national cause. But it is only the first step on
the way to freedom. The real task is to organise people who would
devote their entire lives to the freedom of the country.”

On July 14 Dr. Hedgewar’s Satyagrahi Jatha left Nagpur. In
a jungle six miles from Yecotmal he offered Satyagraha with some
prominent associates on July 21, leading to his being sentenced
to six months’ rigorous imprisenment under Section 117 and three
months’ rigorous imprisonment under Section 379. The Satyagraha
had brought many prominent patriots of Vidarbha to Akola jail.
Dr. Hedgewar established friendly contacts with them and en-
sured that they would be helpful in setting up a network of
Shakhas in Vidarbha on their release. In Bhishikar’s words, “If
one has to sum up Dr. Hedgewar’s life in jail in a sentence, one
can say he served the Sangh even in jail.”

The time he chose for Satyagraha also showed his balance
of thought about what was temporary and what permanent. The
agitation had already begun in March and Appaji Joshi had said
a couple of times that he felt he should take part in the Satyagraha.
Dr. Hedgewar replied, “We'll see after the training-camp.” When
Appaji Joshi wrote a letter to him when it was over he replied,
“I'm coming with you.” Clearly he had already made up his mind
to offer Satyagraha. The atmosphere was full of enthusiasm, but
the training-camp, a part of the Sangh’s regular activity, could not
be allowed to suffer. The decision not to participate in the
Satyagraha till the camp was over showed his balance.

Later too, at -the time of the Bhaganagar (Hyderabad)
Satyagraha Dr. Hedgewar said to a Swayamsevak wishing to
participate in it even before the camp, “Have you people thought
ahead ? We'll be having the O.T.C. in two months’ time. That
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is our basic work. It must never be ignored.” He allowed the
participation after the camp was over.

Till 1937 Dr. Hedgewar maintained a balance between Sangh
work and Congress work. That year the Congress completely left
its form of an all-inclusive platform and became a narrow party.
Then Dr. Hedgewar said, “So long as the Congress was national
in form, I was its member. Now that it is just a party, I am no
longer its member.”

% * %

Dr. Hedgewar was himself a revolutionary. In Bengal he had
taken part in revolutionary activities along with leaders of the
Anushilan Samiti. Some information is available about his revo-
lutionary activity in Bengal in 1910 and in the Nagpur region in
1916 after his return from Bengal.

He was entrusted with the work of co-ordinating the revo-
lutionary activities in different regions. The assistance rendered
by him to revolutionaries like Prasad Pande, Ramlal Vajpayee, Dr.
Khankhoje and Rajguru is now well known.

In spite of all this, after the founding of the Sangh, he kept
the work of the Sangh apart from revolutionary activities. Bhishikar
writes : “Even during the revolutionary period of his life Dr.
Hedgewar had come to the conclusion that although the martyr-
dom of revolutionaries deserved the greatest respect, a still more
important task was to rouse a permanent and pure national spirit
in the minds of the masses, to instil discipline and .selflessness
among them, and to create in them the willingness to devote every
moment of their lives to the nation.”

In those days many young and even adolescent Swayam-
sevaks naturally felt the urge to engage in revolutionary activities.
Laws ranging from the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act of
December 1908 to the Anarchical and Revolutionary Crimes Act
of March 1919 had not only failed to suppress the revolutionaries
but had hardened them all the more. These laws added fuel to
the fire.

In those days young men drew inspiration from Swatantrya-
veer Savarkar’s pristinely patriotic life and writings. Reports of
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the deaths of Shyamji Krishnaverma (1930) and Madame Cama
(1934) stirred them. They also received inspiration from the lives
of the Bengal revolutionaries, Bhai Paramanand, Lala Lajpat Rai,
Sardar Ajit Singh, Lala Hardayal, Raja Mahendra Pratap, Ras
Bihari Bose, Senapati Bapat, Bhai Bal Mukund, Barindra Kumar
Ghosh, Prithvisingh Azad, Khankhoje, Vishwasrao Davre, Waman
Laxman Pachkhede, etc. Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev
were their idols. Frequent reports of the martyrdom of revolu-
tionaries stoked the fires of patriotism in their hearts. The ex-
amples of Ashfag-ullah Khan (19.12.1927), Chandra Shekhar
Azad (27.2.1931), Surya Sen (14.1.1934) and Champak Raman
Pillai (16.5.1934) deserve special mention. At the time of Dr.
Hedgewar’s death, Sardar Udham Singh and M. R. Anandan were
also near death. Some revolutionary leaders from outside were
in touch with this region. Among those who kept in frequent
touch with Nagpur were Ram S. Savargaonkar, an activist of the
Hindusthan Socialist Republican Army in Varanasi, Ramchandra
N. Bapat of Ajmer, Gajanan S. Potdar of Gwalior, Sadashivrao
Malkapurkar, who performed the last rites of Chandra Shekhar
Azad’s mother as if he were her son, and Vinayakrao Kaple of
Telgaon near Nagpur, who looked after Ras Bihari Bose’s work
in Varanasi after the latter emigrated to Japan.

Because of all these events it was natural for the intensely
patriotic Swayamsevaks of the Sangh to think of revolutionary
activity.

On such occasions Dr. Hedgewar used to explain to them
that their enthusiasm was praiseworthy but not productive, and
what was required for ultimate success was a stable, disciplined
organisation of dedicated workers. Although he had great affec-
tion for Balaji Huddar, he and the Sangh kept completely aloof
from the Balaghat political dacoity incident in January 1931, in
which Huddar was involved for collecting funds for revolutionary
activity.

But this did not mean he thought the immediate objective
of independence would be possible without popular revolt.
Intelligent Swayamsevaks could understand why, after the start
of the Second World War, Dr. Hedgewar had set the Swayam-
sevaks’ numerical target at one per cent in the rural areds and three
per.cent in the cities. He was of the view that the difficulty of
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the British was India’s opportunity and should be exploited. The
target he had decided upon meant there should be adequate advance
preparation and the movement to be launched should be well-
planned and well-regulated. The delay in achieving the target
made him restless. Full advance preparation, a well-thought-out
plan and complete control - if these are absent, success cannot
be achieved ; on the contrary a sense of failure grows in the public
mind.

Many Swayamsevaks could not then understand the meaning
of this target. So when a District Pracharak reporting on his
district in the Sangh’s training-camp in Jabalpur in 1941 claimed
that they had already fulfilled Dr. Hedgewar’s targets for the
urban and rural areas, Shri Guruji referred to the claim in his
concluding address and said, “It seems some people have not
understood the real meaning of Doctorji’s percentage. ‘One and
three’ does not mean we catch hold of any one or three persons
out of a hundred, make them wear uniforms and feel satisfied at
having fulfilled the target. When Doctorji talked of one per cent
in the rural areas, he meant one capable of leading the remaining
ninety-nine. The same applied to the urban areas. A world war
is going on, so this is the time for us to fulfil Doctorji’s target
as early as possible.”

This speech by Shri Guruji made it clear that this target had
been set as a preparation for the effort to gain independence by
exploiting the difficulties of the British. Dr. Hedgewar’s revo-
lutionary thinking remained the same from beginning to end, but
on the basis of actual experience he had come to the conclusion
that unplanned, unregulated haste like that of Mangal Pande, the
martyr of 1857, destroyed all work, although the martyrdom of
such heroes provides inspiration. He showed the unique balance
of keeping the flame of revolution burning bright in the heart and
at the same time keeping the final strategy in mind, dissuading
his followers from the path of revolution and setting them to the
time-consuming task of building up strength. For this he had
required extraordinary control over his short-temper and sharp
speech.

In this connection one cannot but recall Lokmanya Tilak’s
words — “If there appeared even a fifty per cent chance for the
success of an armed rebellion I would resort to it and trust God
to give success to the extent of the remaining half.”
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Ahout Muslims Dr. Hedgewar had a clear point of view. He
considered the nation a single unit and did not recognise terms
like ‘majority’ and ‘minority’. His personal friends included
Muslims. While in Bengal he thought Moulavi Liagat Hussain’s
speeches as patriotic as those of Shyam Sunder Chakravarti. He
was an advocate of Hindu-Muslim unity but he did not agree with
the policy the Congress adopted for the purpose. He disagreed
with Gandhiji's estimate that “an average Muslim is a bully and
an average Hindu a coward.” About the propaganda of non-
violence he said, “Do not hide under cover of peace to cloak your
weakness. First become as strong as your adversary, then talk
of peace ; that would become you.” He thought the greatest
impediment in the way of Hindu-Muslim unity was the weakness
of Hindus. In this connection he used to quote a shloka from
Mahabharata which says marriages take place only between those
who are financially equal, and friendship between those who have
equal strength ; it is not possible between the strong and the weak.
Hindus are weak, so Muslims do not care for their friendship.
When Hindus become strong, Muslims would themselves offer
to become their friends.

During the Tilak era he had seen the behaviour of Muslim
leaders like Jinnah and the Ali brothers. He thought Gandhiji’s
policy of ignoring nationalist Muslims and accepting crass
communalists as representatives of Muslims with whom talks
should be conducted was neither in accordance with Tilak’s policy
nor with the good of the nation. Such encouragement to unde-
sirable elements would encourage communalism all the more.
This would fortify their feeling that it was in their interest to
remain apart from the Hindus and keep bargaining with them, and
this in tum would permanently bury the hope of Hindu-Muslim
unity. He considered this policy of appeasement worthless. Further,
this policy naturally made nationalist Muslims feel that their
patriotism was a disadvantage for them ; if they talked commu-
nally the Congress leadership would respect them and call them
for talks, and they were ignored because they were in the Con-
gress.

A national leader like Gandhiji said : “Who listens to me ?
Yet I must ask the Hindu even today to die and not to kill.” Dr.
Hedgewar considered such words impractical. In his presidential
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address at the all-India Khilafat Conference on November 24,
1919 Gandhiji had announced unconditional support to the Khilafat
movement. Dr. Hedgewar saw the seeds of a future national
calamity in this declaration, and, as is well known, it resulted in
Gandhiji’s giving the Muslim leaders a blank cheque. Gandhiji
blessed the migration (‘Hijrat’) of 18,000 Muslims of NWFP to
Afghanistan on the ground that they were not prepared to live
under a ‘na-pak’ British rule ~ ‘Dar-ul-Harab’. It was in this
connection that Swami Shraddhanand had declared that he agreed
with Gandhiji that the government of Ind1a should be handed over
to the Amir of Afghanistan.

In the Nagpur session of the Congress, Bade had requested
that the Congress should take up the issue of cow-protection as
it was a national issue. Gandhiji replied it would hurt Muslim
sensitivity, so the Congress should not take it up.

After the Muslim riots in North India, Gandhiji went on a
21-day fast in Delhi in Maulana Mohammed Ali’s residence under
the supervision of Dr. Ansari and Dr. Abdul Rehman. A ‘Unity
Conference’ held on this occasion passed a resolution equating
the issue of cow-protection with that of taking out processions
with bands by mosques. This saddened patriotic people. Dr.
Ambedkar’s comments on previous unity conferences were also
applicable to this one. He had remarked, “But the unity confer-
ence produced nothing except pious resolutions which were broken
as soon as they are announced.”

The Mopla rebellion was purely an eruption of Muslim
communalism. A report by the Servants of India Society stated
that this anti-Hindu revolt claimed 1,500 Hindu lives.

Muslim terrorists wrought havoc in the Ernad, Wynad and
Bahuluonad tehsils of Malabar. But the Congress said the number
of deaths was negligible and without caring for the mental condition
of the Hindus of Kerala Gandhiji said, “Brave, God-fearing Moplas
were fighting for what they considered as their religion and in a
manner they considered as religious.’

Gandhiji had given a similar certificate to the assassin of
Swami Shraddhanand.
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The Khilafat movement was a unique movement of the world.
The Khilafat was in Turkey and it was Muslims in Bharat who
raised the demand for its revival ! Gandhijt gave unconditional
support to the demand and encouraged the Hindus to make all
sacrifices for it under the banner of the Congress. While Hindus
- chasing the mirage of Hindu-Muslim unity were carrying on a
movement for Khilafat in India, the Muslim rulers of Turkey were
digging its grave. Kemal Ata Turk sent a message to Khalifa
Majdi saying, “Your Caliphate, your office is no more than an
historical relic. It has no justification for existence.”

Indian Muslims prayed to Kemal, “We shall look upon you
as the Khalifa of the Muslim world, but please revive the Khi-
lafat.” Kemal replied, “I do not want this honour. Under no
circumstances shall-I permit the revival of Khilafat.” In other
words the Muslims of Turkey, the seat of the Khilafat, were
putting an end to the institution calling it outdated, while Hindus
in Bharat were preparing to lay down their lives for its revival!
In the words of Polak, “While Indian Muslims were reviewing
the romantic old-world tradition of an Islamic theocracy, the
Turks, in whose interest they believed they were acting, were
tossing it aside as medieval lumber.”

This was also why the ‘saffron flag’ unanimously recom-
mended by the Flag Committee of the Congress was rejected.
Thus Gandhiji’s Congress was adopting many things that were
manifestations of perverse logic. Looking to this Muslim ap-
peasement by Gandhiji and the Congress, even Dr. Ambedkar had
asked, “Can any sane man go so far for the sake of Hindu-Muslim
unity ?” :

This appeasement policy of Gandhiji was leading to growing
resentment among pro-Hindu ranks. Still they adopted the policy
of conducting the freedom struggle through the Congress like
other patriots who were doing the same in spite of their differences
with Gandhiji. They used the Hindu Maha Sabha as a corrective
to the Congress to protect Hindu interests.

Dr. Hedgewar was active in the Hindu Maha Sabha from the
very beginning. He also held various offices in it. It was difficult
to be an active worker of the Congress and the Hindu Maha Sabha
at one and the same time. At times he had to displease Congress-
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men on matters of policy. Congressmen were not happy with Dr.
Hedgewar for organising the Dindi Satyagraha in Nagpur in 1923.
Dr. Munje’s presence at the first Round Table Conference was
essential for Hindu interests, but as this was against Congress
policy the Congressmen of Nagpur bitterly opposed him. They
took out a procession carrying his portrait showing him like an
animal, but a few brave youths entered the procession and tore
itdown. Still supporting Dr. Munje was in those days tantamount
to inviting public wrath.

But for Dr. Hedgewar the good of the people was more
important than people’s applause. In his speech at a meeting held
to felicitate Dr. Munje on his retum from London he said :
“, ...Itis easy to chase cheap popularity, but a true leader’s task
is to fearlessly oppose a popular view if he does not think it
proper. To go with the current is the sign of a follower, not of
a leader. The true leader moulds the circumstances according to
his view and attracts the people to him. The test of leadership
lies not in following public opinion but in controlling it. Real
dedication to truth lies in going against public opinion if need be,
and according to this test there cannot be a more truthful person
than Dr. Munje in the whole of Nagpur.”

. This speech highlights Dr. Hedgewar’s basic behefs He did
everything for the protection of Hindutva. The focal point of this
activity was the Hindu Sabha. He held its leaders in high esteem.
But after the founding of the Sangh he did not for a moment lose
his balance and forget its interests, although his personal contacts
were as close as before. He believed that ignoring the immediate
for the ultimate as well as harming the ultimate through enthu-
siasm for the immediate were equally symbolic of an unbalanced
state of mind. It was necessary to maintain such a balance
between the two as would be beneficial for the Sangh. Dr.
Hedgewar’s system of work clearly showed this balance as well
as a dedication to the ideal that rose above individualities. He
always maintained this balance. Many politically minded Hindu
Sabha leaders found it difficult to understand his vision, restraint
and balance, so they used to be displeased with him and with the
Sangh. He had to pay the price of this balance by way of
displeasure of Congrssmen on the one hand and Hindu brethren
on the other. But without caring for this double unpopulanty, he
maintained his balance of thought. _
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Dr. Hedgewar firmly believed that the Sangh’s method of
work was fully capable of organising the entire Hindu society.
Addressing the Vijayadashami function of the Nagpur Shakha in
1932 he said : “The Sangh’s method of work has no scope for
differences of caste or sect. The Sangh looks upon the whole
Hindu society as one. As Hindus of all castes work in the Sangh
under one flag, untouchability has long been abolished.” In the
winter camp of Wardha district in December 1934 Mahatma
Gandhi experienced the truth of these words and congratulated
him on his achievement.

In a letter from Rajgir Dr. Hedgewar wrote to Shri Guruji:
"In the changed circumstances our work is spreading speedily.
This means it is not dependent on any special programme. Our
ideal and our method of work have such vitality that they will
succeed in all circumstances.”

Dr. Hedgewar had full faith in the Sangh’s methodology
being complete in itself. At the same time it was also true that
such qualitative work could not progress as rapidly as some
quantitative project. Emphasis on qualitative organisation would
slow down numerical growth while mere thought of numbers
would put an end to quality. So it was necessary to adopt a policy
of ‘hastening slowly’. The slowness was for safeguarding quality,
while the haste was for saving the nation from more harm through
delay. In such a situation it was inevitable for the regular work
of organising the whole society to get first priority. At the same
time arranging some treatment for immediate problems was also
necessary.

Dr. Hedgewar encouraged all activities that were beneficial
to Hindutva. It is not necessary to mention such activities and
organisations here, firstly because it would be a long list and
secondly because prominent bodies have already been mentioned.
All these organisations and also many other social workers looked
upon Dr. Hedgewar as a pillar of strength for them. He gave them
all possible assistance but never publicised it, nor did he want to
hold office in these organisations. For instance in 1936 revered
Mausi Kelkar met him at Appaji Joshi’s residence in Wardha and
discussed with him the subject of education and organisation of
women. He advised her to set up an independent organisation,
but also gave the assurance that if there were any difficulties in

4



50 NATIONALIST PURSUIT

the way of her Rashtra Sevika Samiti, she should let Appaji know
about it and all assistance would be given, but she should work
through an independent organisation. It seems his thinking was
greatly influenced by Samarth Ramdas. In his diary the following
entry was found dated March 4, 1929 : “Shri Samarth did not want
anything for himself. He spent his whole life in seeking the way
for the upliftment of his felowmen without letting any pnde in
his action sticking to him.”

When asked how an organisation broke up or grew, the
Buddha had replied that an organisation always grew when its
leaders had a sense of ‘apathy’. He had used the word in a
technical sense. Attainment of success brings with it a crisis of
credit-sharing. There is then the race to prove that your share of
success has to be big because your contribution in achieving it
was large. If, in such circumstances, the leaders show apathy in
the distribution of credit and stay away from the competition to
claim it, the organisation grows in strength. On the other hand
if the leaders compete in claiming credit, the organisation be-
comes weak. This was what the Buddha meant by apathy. Dr.
Hedgewar was the embodiment of this type of apathy. Hence his
moral support was valued by various organisations and workers.

All believers in Hindutva know that in the political field the
Hindu Maha Sabha had an important role as a corrective to the
Congress. Whenever necessary Sangh Swayamsevaks actively
worked for the Hindu Sabha in their individual capacities. This
greatly strengthened that party. Still many Hindu Maha Sabha
leaders were greatly displeased with Dr. Hedgewar, for he had laid
down the strict rule that the Sangh, as Sangh, would not partici-
pate in any political party. As citizens, Swayamsevaks of the
Sangh had the freedom to participate in such activities. The
leaders did not like this rigid rule. They expected the Sangh to
work as the volunteer corps of the Hindu Sabha. Their prominent
leaders held that politics was too complex for these people playing
with sticks to understand.

* % *

Two movements took place under the leadership of the Hindu
Sabha in the period from the founding of the Sangh to 1940. The
first was the Sonya Maruti Satyagraha in Pune in 1937 and the
other was the Bhaganagar (Hyderabad) Satyagraha in 1938. The
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second Satyagraha took place under the joint auspices of the
Hindu Maha Sabha and the Arya Samaj.

On both these occasions Dr. Hedgewar’s stand was that the
Satyagraha was for all citizens and as Swayamsevaks were also
citizens they participated in it along with hundreds of other citizens.
A training-camp of the Sangh was going on in Pune at the time
of the Sonya Maruti Satyagraha. Enthusiastic workers of the
Hindu Maha Sabha very much wanted that the Sangh should
participate in it as Sangh and this was the first thing Dr. Hedgewar
should do on reaching Pune.

Dr. Hedgewar had already decided to take part in the
Satyagraha, but he held that the Sangh training-camp was some-
thing of permanent importance. So instead of rushing into the
Satyagraha he took part in it in the afternoon of May 13 after the
camp was over. He was firm about the basic stand of the Sangh
and gave first priority to the camp. Not a few were displeased
by this.

In October 1932 the Hindu Sabha and Arya Samaj jointly
launched a Satyagraha under the leadership of Swatantrya-veer
Savarkar, in which Bhaiyaji Dani and hundreds of other Swayam-
sevaks took part. But staunch Hindu Sabhaites were not satisfied
with this. Their organ ‘Vande Mataram’ , published from Bombay,
was quite critical of this policy of the Sangh and wrote a series
of twelve articles strongly criticising Dr. Hedgewar. In'reply the
‘Savdhan’ of Nagpur wrote in its issue of May 27 :

“Had Mr. G. G. Adhikari distinguished between regular
work and occasional activity, he would not have vomited poison
against the Sangh as many as twelve times. In his childish
enthusiasm for the Bhaganagar Satyagraha Mr. Adhikari has
perhaps forgotten that the work of independence of the country
still remains to. be done. Full advance preparation is necessary
before the final effort for freedom. The Sangh work is the daily
work aimed at the country’s freedom, while movements like the
Bhaganagar Satyagraha are its occasional activities. Different
organisations do different types of work. They should be kept
separate, and although they may be parallel organisations they
should not take such steps as would adversely affect their strength
and their independent character and create a break. in their
regular activity.”
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Surprisingly enough, leaders of the Bhaganagar Satyagraha
declared in December 1938 that the Sangh participated in the
Satyagraha as Sangh. This was an effort to drag the Sangh into
politics. So Dr. Hedgewar wrote them a letter clearly stating,
“Misleading statements about the RSS on your part are not at all
in the interest of your own work. So please give strict instructions
to your publication division not to mention the Sangh henceforth
in your statements.”

* * *

The Hindu Maha Sabha had proposed to organise a volunteer
corps called Hindu Militia. It pressed Dr. Hedgewar to accept
this responsibility. Expressing his inability to do so he wrote to
Dr. Munje on September 30, 1939 : “Please do not mention my
name anywhere in connection with the Hindu Militia. Even
without it I shall certainly extend all possible help.”

In spite of this clear-cut stand, S. R. Date informed him in
a letter on October 12 that his name had been included in the
Hindu Militia Committee. With all due deference to Dr. Munje,
Dr. Hedgewar declined the nomination

b3 ] *

The most stressful crises in Dr. Hedgewar’s life came in the
last phase of his life. Nana Palkar has described them in clear
words.

On March 17, 1940 the Hindu Maha Sabha launched a
volunteer corps called Ram Sena. A statement published about
it stated, *“.... The Ram Sena would be a corps of the Hindu Maha
Sabha. All Maha Sabha directives issued through Dr. Munje will
have to be obeyed by the Ram Sena.” The statement further
explained that ““it became necessary to organise a separate corps
because Dr. Hedgewar, an expert in military training for Hindus,
has launched a non-party organisation.”

Names of office-bearers of the Ram Sena were announced
in the ‘Maharashtra’ of March 27. They included Dr. Hedge-
war’s name. When he leamt about this in Rajgir he was both
surprised and angry, for being an office-bearer in two organisa-
tions like the Sangh and the Ram Sena, that were active in different
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fields, was against the interests of the organisation. It was also
not possible in his state of health at the time. Furthermore he had
repeatedly and clearly expressed his inability to the founders of
the Ram Sena. He did not like this tendency to drag in his name.
So he got a brief editorial note published in the ‘Maharashtra’
of April 3 saying, “In connection with the appeal published in the
‘Maharashtra’ of March 7 to make the Ram Sena founded by the
Nagpur city Hindu Maha Sabha successful, Dr. Hedgewar, head
of the RSS, states that his name had been published without his
knowledge and consent.” He knew that Dr. Munje would feel bad
on seeing the explanation, and he was also worried about it, but
he did his duty in the face of criticism.

® *® *

According to a Sanskrit saying, courage consists in not letting
the mind be disturbed in the face of disturbing circumstances.

In a democratic system clections are such an occasion. That
is perhaps why the slogan of ‘now or never’ appears appropriate
during an election. For the devotees of Hindutva the mostimportant
of all elections held before 1940 was the one fought on the issue
of Communal Award. The Congress policy of ‘neither acceptance
nor rejection’ of the award was extremely dangerous for the
country. so Anay-Malaviya organised the Congress Nationalist
Party and all pro-Hindutva people opposed the Congress under
its auspices.

In Nagpur Dr. Munje was himself the candidate of this party.
Naturally the propaganda campaign was very bitter. The Hindu
Sabha had heavyweights like Jagannath Prasad Verma, but their
number was so small that it was not enough even to give physical
protection to Dr. Munje, let alone win the election for the party.
Still adequate security arrangements were made. Everyone in
Nagpurknew who made them. Dr. Hedgewar had kept his balance.
How difficult this was can be gauged from the character of the
propaganda war. Here, for instance, is the description of a meeting:

Well-known Marathi author P. B. Bhave wrote in his auto-
biography : “In those days political meetings were in full swing
in Nagpur. There were few in which stones and shoes were not
hurled and fists and shouts not exchanged. Such a meeting took
place in the compound of Neil City High School. A Congress
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worker was addressing it. During the course of his speech he
began to abuse Munje, Savarkar and Hindu Sabhaites. What did
Bindu Madhav (2 pro-Hindutva worker) do ? He did not know
means like discussions and questions-answers. He straightway
climbed the dais, stripped the speaker of his dhoti and walked
away with it. 'What must have been the plight of the speaker !
Hiding his shame somehow with both hands he ran away. People
began to laugh and at first even Congressmen joined in his laughter,
but soon they stopped laughing and wanted to take revenge on
Bindu Madhav. But he had already disappeared with the dhoti.
The upshot was that in a few moments the meeting came to an
end.”

This is just a small example of the intensity of the propa-
ganda war raging in those days. We can guess how difficult it
must have been to keep one’s balance in such hot-headed times,
keep following well-planned policies and yet give attention to
fulfilling contemporary needs.

% * *

The meaning of this sort of stern adherence to duty is not
possible for common people without an ideal to understand. Why
would leaders chasing success, office and fame like to go after
such sternness of duty and lose their cheap popularity ? They
would see no wisdom in suffering a personal loss in the present
for avoiding a possible loss to the nation in the far future. They
might well say — ‘after me, the deluge’. Such ‘practical’ leaders
cannot understand the thought process of one who has a long-term
ideal before him. Being-practical they are not so ‘foolish’ as to
ask for the moon. On the contrary they would ridicule such
idealistic persons as impractical. They are not to blame for this.

A book published about thirty years ago contains a story of
birds of the sea. One of these birds who had stronger wings and
a higher ambition flew great distances and on return began to
describe to the other birds the wonders he saw during his flight.
As his description went on his friends became convinced that he
had lost his senses and become mad, for what h¢ was describing
was at. variance with the reality around them. Common people
feel the same way about one who has a clear vision of a distant

ideal and is mad after it.
* % . *
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However, this does not mean there are no people who can
understand such men. Petty-minded people might not be capable
of understanding them but idealistic individuals can understand
them even in spite of their difference of opinion.

One such person was Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherji. When
he met Dr. Hedgewar in Nagpur in 1940 after the Sangh’s train-
ing-camp was over he urged him, “Now the Sangh should enter
politics.” Dr. Hedgewar was aware of Dr. Mukherji’s importance
as a national leader. That is why Sangh workers in Calcutta had
kept in touch with him and invited him to visit the Sangh in
Nagpur. It was very difficult to turn down the suggestion of such
an eminent individual. Explaining the Sangh’s policy in clear
terms without hurting him called for great skill. Very respectfully
Dr. Hedgewar said the Sangh would not participate in current
politics, but he also took care to see that there was no adverse
reaction in Dr. Mukherji’s mind. A frank discussion and the
prevailing atmosphere both helped in preventing an adverse
reaction. Dr. Mukherji was high-minded enough to take Dr.
Hedgewar’s explanation in the right spirit, and Shri Guruji, who
was present during the meeting, could see this.

In this connection Shri Guruji writes in his preface to Nana
Palkar’s ‘Life of Dr. Hedgewar’ :

“Although he [Dr. Hedgewar] had taken to politics due to
circumstances, he had analysed the reasons for the rise and fall
of the nation and realised that current politics, which had become
a cesspool of selfish ends, was not only of no use but could harm
national interests if sufficient care was not taken. At the same
time realising that an aware, disciplined and united society was
the foundation for a nation’s bright future, he dedicated his entire
life to building up such a means. While doing so he faced all
adversities courageously, suffered the criticism and insults of his
own fellowmen, and even snapped the ties he had forged with
revolutionary activity, the Congress, the Hindu Sabha, etc., in his
earlier life. He maintained his respect for these national leaders
and their work and impressed upon the Swayamsevaks never to
have any disrespect for them. At the same time. he taught them
by his own example that organising the society was possible only
by remaining away from these methods, and that is what every
Sangh worker should do.
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“It is difficult to imagine how difficult it must have been for
an individual connected with various political activities from
childhood and possessed of a sensibility that was roused at the
mere mention of foreign rule to turn away without withdrawing
from current political activities and to focus his attention on
activities that were fully in tune with his thought-process. This
unique power of thought could be achieved only through pure,
selfless devotion to the nation. This was a dazzling miracle of
his life, quite beyond the comprehension of the common man.

“Reading this biography would be useful from this point of
view. The uncommon radiance in a common-looking form would
be seen and then everyone’s heart would be filled with self-
confidence. He would then feel that he too could equip himself
with samskars of dedication to the nation, fortify them, triumph
over base tendencies and outer temptations, and achieve the ultimate
essence of life.”

This is the inspiring message of Parama-Pujaniya Dr. Hedge-
war’s divine life.



The Relevance of Dr. Hedgewar

THE QuEsTION has been raised about the relevance of remem-
bering Dr. Hedgewar, founder of the Sangh, again. The question
is natural for those who are outside the Sangh and do not really
understand its form. It was to explain this to them that the ‘Dr.
Hedgewar birth centenary celebrations’ were organised. But to
Sangh Swayamsevaks this question has always seemed irrele-
vant, for they know that being organised is the natural state of
any living society. If we want our society to live for ever, we
must also see that it remains organised for ever. Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh is nothing but the name given to the effort
to keep the society organised. Hence, from the conceptual point
of view, the Sangh and the Hindu society are coterminous. From
the psychological point of view, the Sangh and the whole Hindu
society are one, and from the point of view of life-span both are
alike eternal. Hence, remembering the founder of the Sangh is
always relevant. Consequently this question never arises in the
minds of Swayamsevaks who fully understand the relationship
between the Sangh and its founder.

A senior worker of the Sangh used to say that there is an
inevitable connection between a worker’s nature and the nature
of his work-area. If we have full information on the qualities and
drawbacks of the worker, we can accurately assess the qualities
and drawbacks of his work-area although we may not know it at
first hand. Those who know about the special qualities of Dr.
Hedgewar can easily ascertain the special features of Sangh work,
and the reverse is also true. Dr. Hedgewar’s nature and the nature
of Sangh work had an inevitable relationship. Everyone con-
cermned has now come to accept this.
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But another aspect of reality is sometimes ignored.

Some years ago, somebody had expressed the view during
the provincial camp at Ahmedabad that the praiseworthy work
done by Swayamsevaks during the cyclone in Andhra or the dam-
burst in Morvi (Gujarat) has given a new dimension to the ca-
pabilities of the Swayamsevaks. Another question raised on this
occasion was whether the natural tendency to run to the help of
sufferers of natural calamities was a new phenomenon among
Swayamsevaks or was already there. The answer is, do we not
see in the willingness for social service among Swayamsevaks
1oday a refiection of Dr. Tiedgewar’s willingness 1o carry a gunny-
bag of parched rice across the flooded Damodar river in Bengal
in 1913 for the relief of starving people ? The inspiration of
Swayamsevaks engaged today in medical service or in fighting
pestilences, either individually or as a body, is derived from that
mental attitude of Dr. Hedgewar which made him go into hun-
dreds of huts to treat those stricken with cholera during the Ganga
Sagar Yatra or to organise a relief squad of a dozen Hindu youths
during Muslim. riots in Calcutta.

The late Shri Guruji had inspired the unique collection of
signatures of one and three-quarter crore citizens against cow-
slaughter. At that time some old Swayamsevaks said they were
very much reminded of Dr. Hedgewar, who had physically pre-
vented cow-slaughter, who had whole-heartedly co-operated with
Gopalrao Bhide in organising the Go-Raksha Sabha in Nagpur in
1928 and who, the same year, had protected the cow procession
organised by Go-Bhakta Shri Chounde Maharaj from an assault
by Muslims. '

The ‘Organiser’ of Delhi was followed by the.launching of
the ‘Rashtra Shakti in Nagpur. When some Swayamsevaks
connected with it thought this to be a completely new activity,
Krishnarao Mohrir, Manager of the journal, told them this was
not true and they should not forget that in pre-Sangh time Dr.
Hedgewar had laboured- hard for the Hindi joumnal ‘Sankalp’ and
the Marathi journal ‘Swatantrya’, and even before that had organ-
ised a-media campaign in Calcutta against the ‘bogus medical
degrees bill.’
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After the Meenakshipuram episode, Swayamsevaks had vol-
untarily come forward to organise Vishal Hindu Sammelans in
various regions. Reacting to this, a senior Swayamsevak happily
remarked that he was reminded of the days when he and Swayam-
sevaks of Nagpur went to Ramtek to organise a Mela on the
occasion of Ram Navami in April 1926. They had not only made
efficient arrangements but had also prevented the pujaris from
fleecing the pilgrims.

Resistance to aggression on religious beliefs is a great and
divine task. Great men engaged in such work keep influencing
the atmosphere for a long time. They even influence those who
do not know or remember them. This is the force of the soul.
The intangible influence of Dr. Hedgewar, who had participated
in the Dindi Satyagraha with Dr. Cholkar and Dr. Paranjape, still
inspires the Swayamsevaks struggling for Rama-Janma-Bhoomi.
Any sensitive person can feel this.

Today Swayamsevaks of the Sangh are active in various
fields of national life. They launched their activities with the
inspiration and samskars derived from the Sangh. However, it
would be a matter of research to identify those that were inspired
by the life of the founder of the Sangh:

During the Emergency, students of Gujarat and Bihar had
conducted a mass movement. The lion’s share in these agitations
was that of the Vidyarthi Parishad. Apart from the non-Swayam-
sevaks in the agitation, the Swayamsevak-students who shoul-
dered the responsibility of efficiently conducting the agitation had
a direct source of inspiration — the student life of Keshav who
had organised a two-month-long strike in Neil City High School
to protest against the ‘Risley Circular’ in 1908 and even gladly
faced rustication. No one can deny this fact.

In the educational ficld, Sangh Swayamsevaks are conduct-
ing many institutions, collectively called ‘Vidya Bharati’. What
was the inspiration behind them ? The same as that behind the
national schools set up in Bengal, Maharashtra and Punjab. ‘The
National Council of Education’ (Bengal) whose certificate was
awarded to Keshav at the hands of its president Dr. Ras Bihari
Ghosh in 1914 has a direct relationship with the first ‘Shishu
Mandir’ set up by Swayamsevaks in Gorakhpur in the 1950s.
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During the days when Comrade Dange was preparing
A.LT.U.C. documents he once gestured to me in the Central Hall
of Parliament and humorously said to Ramchandra Vitthal Bade,
“He is a gift to the labour field on behalf of our Communist Party.”
It is well known that when the Communists first acquired control
overthe A.LT.U.C. in the Bombay Session in 1925, Dhundirajpant
Thengdi had become its first Communist president. It was in this
connection that Dange had said work in the labour field was
hereditary for me and it was a gift of the Communist Party.
Clearly he did not know the historical facts. Dr. Hedgewar was
an active member of the Reception Committee for the Congress
Session held in Nagpur in 1920 and it was at his instance that a
resolution was passed by the Committee and sent to the Subjects
Committee. The resolution said the Nagpur Congress Session
should state in unambiguous terms that its two-fold aim was (1)
‘freedom for Bharat and establishment of democracy, and (2)
freeing all countries of the world from the stranglehold of capi-
talism. This second part of the resolution is the source of the
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh’s opposition to capitalism.

It is a matter of disadvantage for great men with multi-
dimensional achievements that in course of time people remember
their main work in life, which is the most prominent dimension
of their achievement, but tend to forget the other dimensions
although they may be important in themselves. People see the
fruit on a tree, as they can easily see and taste it, but not the seed,
which remains unseen. They think of the two separately because
they do not keep in mind the causal relationship between them.
Ordinary Swayamsevaks of the Sangh may have read that Dr.
Hedgewar had stopped the marriage of the niece of Gangadharrao
Deshpande of Arvi to an old man and got her married to a suitable
young man. These days Swayamsevaks hear a lot about ‘social
thrust’, but intellectually they keep the two in separate compart-
ments.

Everyone knows the work that the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
and the Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram are doing to foil the designs of
the Christian missionaries. But Sangh Swayamsevaks also know
that in 1926 Dr. Hedgewar had rescued two children kidnapped
by a missionary woman from the Anath Mahila Griha of Nagpur.
But again these two facts are in separate compartments of their
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minds. The Swayamsevak proudly tells of how Swayamsevaks
staked their very lives to protect the lives of Hindus at the time
of the partition, and cqually proudly he tells of how they roused
the entire population of Nagpur in December 1927 for a struggle,
but he does not realise the psychologically causal relationship
between the two cvents.

The Swayamsevak is familiar with the test of the ‘true
member’ of the revolutionary Anushilan Samiti as laid down by
its senior leader Trailokya Nath Chakravarti in his book Thirty
Years in Jail as well as with the ‘Pracharak’ system developed
by the Sangh. But in his eyes there is no relation between the
two. Taking legitimate pride in the social projects conducted by
Sangh Swayamsevaks, he holds that their social service is a totally
new and basic dimension of Swayamsevaks’ work. This does not
mean he is unaware of Dr. Hedgewar’s efforts in setting up the
‘Anath Vidyarthi Griha’ or the ‘Shraddhanand Anathalaya’. It
only means he is not aware of the causal relationship between the
two.

The most important characteristic of Dr. Hedgewar was the
originality of his genius firmly based in Hindu Dharma and culture.
We see this in the methodology of the Sangh. It is neither an
imitation of some foreign system nor is it patterned on the system
of work of any other institution or party. Many examples of this
can be cited, ranging from insistence on coming together every
day to programmes like the Guru Dakshina function. Today we
see the same original genius in the work being done by Sangh
Swayamsevaks in various walks of life. In their respective fields
they have neither followed any Western model nor an Indian one.
There were many student bodies on the scene before the Vidyarthi
Parishad came into being, but projects like ‘Indianisation’ and
‘social equality’ that it took up since its very inception have not
been handled by any other student organisation to date. Various
trade unions have been working in the country since decades
before the Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh was founded. Their slogan
was ‘Our demands, whatever the cost’. The slogan that the
Mazdoor Sangh gave was ‘Service to the nation, full wages for
work done’. No trade union before the Mazdoor Sangh had
conceived of a ‘national labour day’. Only Swayamsevaks of the
Sangh can replace the slogan ‘Workers of the world, unite’ with
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‘Workers, unite the world’ or the Western-type slogan ‘No sal-
vation without co-operation’ with the basic psychologically sound
slogan ‘No sahakar [co-operation] without samskar’. This is not
within the capacity of shallow romantic leaders who call them-
selves ‘progressive’. Today socialism is being devalued every-
where, but it was shining legal tender in the initial days of the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh. In fact it was so popular that even the
ruling party had to adopt a ‘socialistic pattern of society’ in the
Avadi Session of the Congress. But only the Jana Sangh per-
formed the unique task of placing before the world the compre-
hensive philosophy of ‘Integral Humanism’, integrally related to
Hindu culture, on the strength of its original genius. The original
genius exhibited by Swayamsevaks in every field of activity has
its source in Dr. Hedgewar’s own original genius as well as in
his insistence on originality of genius.

Whether we think of Sangh work or of all these activities,
we inevitably realise the relevance of Dr. Hedgewar’s personality
and thinking. A final instance in point would suffice.

Shri'Balasaheb Deoras’s speech at the Nagpur Vijayadashami
function in 1987 had become a matter of hot debate. Actually
some newspapers had deliberately distorted it. At the same time
it is also true that even honest people who had been misled did
not know Shri Balasaheb’s mind.

Some Congress leaders of Nagpur and Vidarbhahad a feeling
of envy for the Sangh from the very beginning, so on November
10, 1937 thé Central Province Congress wrote a letter to Dr.
Hedgewar asking for authorised information about the aims and
objects, programmes and policies of the Sangh. Later three more
letters and a questionnaire were also sent. Explaining the points
raised in his own natural way he wrote back : “I have received
your questionnaire, which is a sort of question-paper set for a
student appearing for an examination, but I regret I cannot accede
to your desire as I have passed my student age.”

This correspondence throws light on the real nature of
Congress leaders. Some of them had this tendency from the very
beginning, and Dr. Hedgewar knew this well. Still when the
Congress passed the resolution for ‘Purna Swaraj’ he issued a
directive saying “On Sunday, 26.1.1930, at 6 p.m. sharp all
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Swayamsevaks should congregate on their respective Sangha-
sthan, salute the national Bhagwa flag and congratulate the Con-
gress on espousing the ideal of freedom.”

This did not mean he had given up his staunch opposition
to the Congress appeasement of the Muslims. It is well known
that in December 1937 he had arranged Swatantrya-veer Savar-
kar’s tour of Vidarbha. Those who could not understand these
strands of Dr. Hedgewar were naturally unable to understand Shri
Balasaheb’s Vijayadashami speech.

It is not only a matter of relevance. The events in Dr.
Hedgewar’s life contain an assurance of a bright future for the
Hindu nation.

In December 1937 a camp of Bal-Swayamsevaks of Nagpur
was inaugurated by Pant Pratinidhi of Oundh State. Pleased with
the disciplined display of a thousand small boys, the Pratinidhi
gestured to the photographer accompanying him to start shooting.
Dr. Hedgewar had not noticed the gesture, but as soon as he
realised what was happening he directed that the shooting be
stopped. It could have been stopped at any moment, but it was.
stopped at a significant moment. It was stopped after showing
that he was hoisting the holy Bhagwa flag and it was fluttering
in the wind. Was this a mere coincidence ? Or was it to tell the
world that we all were parts of one Hindu nation ? Dr. Hedge-
war’s biographer Nana Palkar writes that the photographing of his
noble ambition to hoist the holy Bhagwa {lag on Akhand Bharat
in this way was indeed a memorable event. Future historians
would describe it as a finger pointing to the future of a new
nation. ' a



Expectations of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh

14
IT 1s TRUE that I take pride in Hindutva. Had it not been so,
I would not have been able to serve my untouchable brethren.”

These are the words of Shripad Mahadev alias Bapusaheb
Mate, a scholar not attached to any particular party or organisa-
tion, in his autobiography.

The Sangh expects national unity based on the solid foun-
dation of social equality naturally emerging from social identi-
fication. Without identification equality cannot endure, and without
the two national unity cannot even be imagined.

It was due to devotion to Hindutva that the founder of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh naturally insisted on social iden-
tification and social equality.

The greatness of the philosophy of Hindu Dharma is beyond
dispute. But today it is not reflected in actual practice. There
is no relation between our philosophy and our behaviour. Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar strongly resented this. He used to say, “If,
according to Hindu philosophy, God is omnipresent, He must
certainly be present in the chamar. Then why does Hinduism
have this untouchability, this inequality ? Apart from the
Communists there is nobody in the world who does not need
religion. We too need it, but we need good religion — Sat-
Dharma : a Sat-Dharma that has social equality and equal scope
for the uplift of all. That is the real religion, the real Dharma ;
all others are a-dharma, false religions.” Dr. Ambedkar struck
body-blows at the heresy that philosophically talked of the whole
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universe being one but in practice clung to social evils like
untouchability and distinctions of high and low. Like Dr.
Ambedkar, Dr. Hedgewar was also concerned about the gulf
between precept and practice prevailing in the Hindu society.
During the last some decades the Hindu society has acquired a
split personality. This, in the considered opinion of Dr. Hedge-
war, was why in spite of its sublime philosophy it was going
downhill. So he too struck at this inconsistency.

In this connection he used to say, “Our task is to organise
the whole society. That would not be possible if we ignored any
section of it. We must behave affectionately with every Hindu.
The feeling of high and low by birth must never touch us. Even
thinking of such differences is a sin. Swayamsevaks of the Sangh
must never entertain such despicable and socially dangerous
thoughts. Every Swayamsevak must firmly believe that every
Hindu devoted to Hindusthan is his brother.”

He used to say, “A philosophy is meant for practising, not
for discussion. At first a principle is revealed, and then it is
brought into practice. A philosophy that is not practised is a mere
jumble of words. It is sterile. A philosophy that does not have
the strength to shape the life of a society is worthless. An
individual’s life is moulded according to a philosophy. Principles
alone can enable an individual to tread the difficult path of idealism.
A principled life may have its ups and downs, but the principle
remains constant.”

“God helps those who help themselves. But why should He
help us ? Why should He take pity on us ? Are we showing any
prowess ? If not, why should He rush to help us ? Lord Krishna
says in the Gita that He incamates Himself for the protection of
the good. But who are the good ? God takes birth to destroy
those wicked people who look only to their own interests without
caring for the plight of the society, the nation, Dharma and culture.
This evil has reached its height in the Hindu society today. Should
not such people be called wicked ? The good people are those
who keep working for the good of the society, of the nation and
Dharma. Are there enough such good people in the Hindu society
today ? Had even half the society been made up of such good
people, no one would have dared to aggress on it. And in such
a situation God would have certainly come forward to protect

5
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Dharma. In the present condition of the society we cannot expect
God’s help, and if God does come it would not be to protect us
but to destroy us, for God has declared that He would destroy the
wicked. So long as we think of selfish ends, have no fecling for
the good of the society and thus do not become good in the real
sense, God will consider us wicked and will help only in our
destruction.”

These words of Dr. Hedgewar make it clear that he was not
for status quo. He severely condemned the evil customs that had
corrupted the Hindu society. But he did this while identifying
himself with it. His conviction about Hindu unity made him yeamn
for social welfare. He was as distressed as Dr. Ambedkar at the
gulf between the religious principles of the Hindus and their social
behaviour. The so-called progressives who did not know this
background and who thought everybody else was backward tried
to malign the Sangh. But this had been Dr. Hedgewar's stand
since the very inception of the Sangh.

In other organisations a change in the top leadership gener-
ally brings about a change in policy and objective. But in the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh there is no such possibility. In
any progressive nationalist organisation there is a ‘progressive
unfoldment’ of basic principles and method of work in accordance
with time and circumstance, but such progressive unfoldment is
not change of direction. A speech delivered by the present Sar-
sanghchalak Shri Balasaheb Deoras in the Vasant Vyakhyanmala
in Pune had become a topic of discussion at the time. So-called
progressives of Maharashtra were surprised at his clear exposition
of such evil practices prevailing in the Hindu society as caste and
untouchability. His address at the golden jubilee celebrations of
the Rashtra Sevika Samiti particularly pleased many. Shri
Balasaheb again made it clear that “Chaturvarnya has become
outdated and the caste system must go.” In that speech he also
said : “If the Hindu society removes the caste system the whole
world will follow it. So our women must begin with their own
homes in respect of inter-caste and inter-provincial marriages.”
Popular newspapers of Maharashtra welcomed this stand. Those
who were friendly to the Sangh but did not have proper knowl-
edge of its principles and practice even said it was a welcome
‘change’ forit. Sangh workers would feel grateful for this praise,
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but as a matter of fact Shri Balasaheb was only giving expression
to the stand that the Sangh had adopted on the Vijayadashami day
in 1925. This is a scientific progressive unfoldment of principles
and practice according to time, place and circumstance, but it
cannot be called a change.

It is our conviction that the entire Hindu society is one,
irrespective of caste and sect. This conviction would manifest
itself in social unity. This firm belief has led the Sangh to reject
the caste system and untouchability from the very beginning.
Negative propaganda urging the society to forget something has
the negative result of entrenching that thing in the public mind
all the more firmly. Hence, however effective it may appear
initially, its result is finally adverse. Such efforts to remove
distinctions help to strengthen them. All negative agitations in
the country have had such results. Some honest people have
accepted this. The way of unity that the Sangh has accepted may
not show immediate results, but it is scientific and in the end will
produce real unity.

Because leaders, used to thinking about any problem in
compartments instead of as a whole, raised such doubts, it had
‘again become necessary to clarify the Sangh’s position.

The former C. P. Congress Committee had sent a question-
naire to Dr. Hedgewar asking for clarification of the Sangh’s stand
on various subjects. Dr. Hedgewar responded by suggesting that
a personal discussion on them would be more useful. Accordingly
a meeting between Shri Jamnalal Bajaj, representing the provin-
cial Congress Commiittee, and Dr. Hedgewar took place in Nagpur
on January 31, 1934. When, along with other matters, Shri Bajaj
asked Dr. Hedgewar to clarify the Sangh’s stand on untouchabil-
ity he clearly replied, “The Sangh totally disapproves of the
practice of untouchability.”

Shri Guruji, the second Sar-sanghchalak, clarified the Sangh’s
stand still further. He said :

“The basic reason of untouchability is the widespread feeling
that untouchability is a part of religion and transgressing a relig-
ious injunction is a great sin. Despite efforts by Dharmacharyas
and social reformers for centuries this evil practice is entrenched
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in the public mind. Many great men like Guru Nanak, Acharya
Ramanuja, Basaveshwara, Shankaradeva, Swami Dayananda,
Narayanaguru, Gandhiji and Savarkar worked hard to remove this
blot on the society and still it persists to this day. Even today
so-called ‘high’-caste people are not prepared to treat so-called
‘untouchables’ as equals. An ‘untouchable’ youth of Rajasthan
was killed for keeping a moustache, because keeping a moustache
was the prerogative of the Rajputs ! Such events should be
condemned by Dharmacharyas. They create confusion between
custom and religion.”

Praising the Vishwa Hindu Sammelan held in Udupi, Kar-
nataka, in 1969 in this connection Shri Guruji said : “The evil
social practice of untouchability has persisted because of a dis-
torted idea of religion. Now traditional heads of Maths would
have to come forward to uproot this anti-religious custom. This
is also necessary because even today the common man 1ooks upon
the Dharmacharyas as authentic spokesmen of religion.”

Representatives of all sects within Hinduism, such as Shaiva,
Madhva, Jain, Buddhist, Sikh, etc. were present at the conference.
In accordance with the directive of revered Dharmacharyas, it
passed a unanimous resolution calling upon the Hindu society to
uproot untouchability from religious and social life. The historic
resolution said : '

“In order to organise the Hindu society on the basis of
unshakable faith in unity, to prevent its disintegration through
such concepts as untouchability, Hindus of the whole world should
behave with each other in a spirit of unity and equality.”

Shri Guruji called this resolution an event of revolutionary
importance for the Hindu society. It heralded the victory of
religion over a social evil persisting for centuries.

About other efforts being made in the same direction Shri
Guruji said : “But forced concurrence with such resolutions can
have an adverse effect. We have to achieve the desired result by
constructive means and a change of heart.”

After Shri Guruji’s passing away the subsequent conference
of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad at Ujire in Karnataka in December
1983 gave extensive guidance in this matter.
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A few years ago newspapers had reported that a well-known
social reformer wanted to force his way into the Kashi Vish-
wanath temple with some Harijans, but could not do so because
of stiff opposition by the pujaris. A few days later I had an
opportunity to go to the temple. I asked the pujaris why they had
prevented those people from entering the temple. They replied:

“Thousands of people come here every day for the Darshan
of Lord Vishwanath. All these devotees enter the Garbha-Griha
(sanctum sanctorum), touch the Shiv Ling and offer prayers. We
never ask about their caste. But this leader came here as if he
was the saviour of the Harijans and we pujaris were sinners. He
virtually mounted an assault with din and fury, so we took it as
an insult and replied in the same language.”

This is the error our ultra-enthusiastic social reformers commit.
If force or a propaganda campaign to denigrate a certain section
of society is used to solve such problems, it will certainly have
an adverse result. Many times the medicine is more dangerous
than the malady.

In connection with the term ‘Harijan’ made current by
Gandhiji, Shri Guruji said :“Repeated use of this term for remov-
ing the feeling that they are kept away from the society can have
an adverse cffect. Once I had expressed this doubt to Gandhiji.
I had said the word Harijan has a good meaning, but it could lead
to a separatist group which would see vested political interest in
keeping its separate identity, which would pose a challenge to the
unity of the society, but Gandhiji said my apprehension was
baseless. Unfortunately this gulf is widening and this class has
made a position for itself in the political equation.”

, Have the so-called untouchables ever been inferior to us in

point of merit or are they likely to be so ? In this connection Shri
Guruji said : “Some people say the so-called untouchable class
is inferior in intellectual or mental qualities, so for a long time
they would not be able to come up to the standard of the rest of
the society. This is not only a great insult to them but a travesty
of truth.”

History stands testimony to the fact that in all the freedom
struggles for the past thousands of years this so-called untouch-
able class has always been in the forefront. They were among
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the brave warriors with Rana Pratap, Guru Govind Singh and
Shivaji, They were in the forefront in the decisive wars that
Shivaji waged against Delhi and Bijapur Muslim powers. In
many battles they were the commanders. Even in the spiritual
field they have made a name for themselves. This class has
produced many saints for whom the entire Hindu society has great
reverence.

Their devotion to their Dharma is also unique. In spite of
atrocities perpetrated on them for centuries by ‘high’-caste people
in the name of religion, they never thought of embracing another
religion. After the partition lakhs of Shudras (untouchables) came
over from East Bengal simply because they wanted to live as
Hindus.

The resolution passed in the Udupi Sammelan or the direc-
tives given by the conference will not be translated into practice
merely by goodwill. The mental knots of centuries will have to
be laboriously unravelled. Propaganda will have to be carried
on from village to village and city to city. The resolutions passed
will have to be acted upon not under pressure but as an enduring
principle and way of life, and in a spirit of humility to correct our
past mistakes. In brief we would have to undergo a change of
heart. We will have to labour hard to bring the backward to our
level in the economic and political fields. This is a tremendous
task. Political and economic equality can be achieved even while
maintaining a feeling of separateness, but it would not prove
durable. Our goal must be to achicve all-round identification.
That is our aim. The chicanery of political leaders cannot achieve
it. Superficial efforts would get us nowhere. We would have to
work for it ceaselessly on the social, moral and spiritual levels
and in a practical manner.

Shri Guruji also suggested some programmes for social
identification, such as Bhajan and Kirtan, celebration of religious
festivals, Ramayan and Mahabharat Katha, etc. Everyone should
devoutly participate in these programmes, forgetting distinctions
like touchable and untouchable. Along with them programmes
like propagation of literacy, health services and sports should also
be taken up. Wherever possible audio-visual aids should be used
for them. The focal point of all our efforts should be to join hearts
and create a unified life.
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All this is possible and achievable through Sangh work.
Explaining this, Shri Guruji said : “The Sangh will leave no stone
unturned to bring this into practice. So it has no place for
distinctions based on caste, sect, language, etc. In the Sangh
thousands of Swayamsevaks from different social levels sit and
eat together, sing and play together. No one ever wants to know
the caste of his comrade. It is enough that he is a Hindu. This
mental attitude is the key to the Sangh’s unique success.”

Affection for the Vanvasis (forest-dwellers) and nomadic
tribes is also a natural manifestation of devotion to Hindutva. In
this regard Shri Guruji said : “Most social workers tend to blame
others for adverse circumstances. Some blame current political
distortions while others hold the aggressive activities of Chris-
tians, Muslims, etc., responsible. But our Swayamsevaks should
keep away from such attitudes while working for' Dharma and
society. We must always offer a helping hand to those who need
it. While rendering service we must treat all equally. Whether
they are Christians or Muslims makes no difference. Everyone
suffers equally in a calamity. We must serve suffering mankind
not out of pity or like benefactors, but in a sense of offering to
the Almighty. This will spread the resplendent glory of our
Sanatana Dharma in all directions.”

From the very first day of the founding of the Sangh the
sense of identification with the whole society has been the source
of inspiration for all activity of the Swayamsevaks. This iden-
tification is the natural means for social equality. Everyone
experiences this in the field of the Sangh.



Self-contained Method of Work

THE IDEAL Of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh is to take the
nation to the pinnacle of glory. The precondition for this is the
protection of Dharma, and the means of this protection is an
organised, conquering capability. Organising the entire society
is its basis. On this basis Dharma will be protected and the result
would be the nation’s reaching the height of glory.

The special characteristic of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh is that it did not stop at putting an ideal before itself ; it
also showed the way towards it. It created a method of work in
keeping with its ideal. On the strength of long experience we can
say that the Sangh’s method of work is the only effective way
to organise the whole Hindu society.

There are various organisations in the country but hardly any
of them has such a dry, difficult and patient method of work.
There is nothing ‘romantic’ about it. There is only work in it,
nothing else. Frequently various suggestions are made to make
the activites of the Sangh more atiractive by doing this or that.
But it seems the leaders of the RSS are not ‘romantic’, so they
do not agree to these attractive suggestions. They insist that
activities and programmes must not only be interesting, they must
also be useful for instilling useful ‘samskars’. The Sangh believes
its method of work is the only way to a united conquering capa-
bility.

We are convinced that the Sangh’s method of work is a self-
contained system for achieving its aim of organising the society.
Its being self-contained means two things. In the first place this
means no supplementary method is required for achieving the
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objective ; and secondly it mcans there is no alternative method
that can take us to the same goal.

After considering various methods of work one may be
tempted to take a short-cut. Not that a short-cut cannot be taken,
but it will not lead to the objective in mind. A palace cannot be
built in a couple of minutes. Only a house of cards can be built
in a couple of minutes. There is no cow that eats the least grass
and gives the most milk. For a railway passenger headed for a
certain destination only the train going there is useful and no
other. We have to work with the conviction that the Sangh’s
method of work is the way to the fulfilment of our ideal.

This method has certain special features. Its focal point is
coming together every day. Whether it is a camp or a picnic or
some other programme, frequently coming together is its special
characteristic.

The growth of the Sangh also takes place in a special way.
The Sangh grows not by propaganda but by personal contact. The
Sangh does not believe in the facile assumption that newspaper
propaganda will achieve everything. People blame the Sangh for
choosing the long way, and criticise it for lack of intelligence.
They advise a hectic propaganda campaign in the press, radio and
television, which would be enough. What was the need of going
to the Shakha every day, even when it was cold ?

Not that propaganda does not have its uses. It is useful for
changing opinion, but it changes opinion only on an intellectual
fevel. Propaganda cannot bring about change of heart, a mental
or spiritual change. If someone starts a bachelors' club and carries
on a propaganda campaign in favour of celibacy in the press and
on radio and television, people may vote for it if there were a
referendum, but it will not increase the number of celibates in the
country. There is a different medium for spreading celibacy.
Preparing a voter for it is one thing, preparing a Swayamsevak,
a voluntary adherent, is another. We have to understand the
distinction between the two. Observing celibacy is good. Its
advocate votes for it. Its voluntary adherent is a Swayamsevak.
Similarly he who advocates speaking the truth, good behaviour
and affection for the whole world is a voter, but he who is
preparcd to sacrifice his life for these things is a Swayamsevak.



74 NATIONALIST PURSUIT

The vote and actual realisation are two very different things. Mere
propaganda cannot accomplish this work.

The need is to instil samskars day by day. It is necessary
for everyone to live for an hour every day in an atmosphere
imbued with these samskars. People have to be brought into this
atmosphere. From this point of view the Sangh has accepted
direct heart-to-heart contact as the means of its growth, not
propaganda. Contact is the medium of our growth. The more
we contact, the better we contact, the more we will grow, the
better we will grow. Hence the need of the Sangh in the eyes
of the Swayamsevaks. It is not only necessary for the Sangh to
instil these samskars in the hearts of the Swayamsevaks but to
continue its own existence so that each Swayamsevak could keep
devoting his full day to it.

Contact is the medium of the Sangh’s growth. The Swayam-
sevak comes into contact with different people. The students
come into contact with teachers, the shopkeepers with customers,
lawyers with clients, doctors with patients, factory workers with
fellow-workers and the management. Everyone comes into contact
with someone else according to the nature of his livelihood. We
have to utilise our personal and social contacts for the Sangh. All
work is done through the medium of purposeful and useful contacts.
It is an old system of the Sangh to utilise every means for the
Sangh. Dr. Hedgewar’s life shows that even after the founding
of the Sangh he participated in many activities. He sent Swayam-
sevaks to participate in the Bhaganagar (Hyderabad) Satyagraha
in their individual capacities and he participated in the Satyagraha
at the time of the Hindu Maha Sabha session in Bhagalpur as well
as in many other agitations. While doing all this the question
before the Swayamsevaks was not what would happen to the
Congress or to the Hindu Sabha. Bhaiyaji Dani had taken a
leading part in the Bhaganagar Satyagraha and the Hindu Maha
Sabha Satyagraha in Bhagalpur was led by Nagpur provincial
Sanghchalak Babasaheb Ghatate. Dr. Hedgewar himself had
courted jail in the Jungle Satyagraha of Yeotmal and was lodged
in Akola jail. We have seen that wherever we go, even in jail,
we come into contact with good, selfless people. By building up
contacts with them we can attract them to the Sangh, and after
they come out of jail they could start Shakhas wherever they go.
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