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Speech of Shri V. V. John to felicitate '
Shri DattoPant Thengd: on the occasion of
Shashth:-Purti on 20-12-81 at Jodhpur.

Shri Thengdi and Friends,

I have lived in Rajasthan for the greater past of my life. I
have lived in a Hindi speaking area and after all these years even
now I felicitate to speak even to Hindi knowing public. I have
purposely made a specch which is only at the cost of amusement

and what I wished to say to day is not merely a matter for amuse-
ment but I wish to step on a serious matter, A few hours before

the meeting, a friend of mine asked me what credentials I had for
presiding over the felicitation and participation in felicitating a
leader who has identified himself with a party organisation, I m y
self am a functionary of the Citizens For Democracy wuich pro-
claims its non-partisan politics in the country. In the second
instance how could I participate in a function that is arranged in
order to felicitate a leader who is identified with a labour orga—
nisation which has some party affiliations. I wish to clear to
the people the misunderstanding about the organisation which 1
myself represented. We are non-party but we are non-political.
We propose to enconrage and to promote healthy political
development in this country, I am aware and therefore in no
doubt about the developments of a healthy labour organisation,
A good political party must strengthen democracy that we wish
to be promoted as broadly abroad. And So I am not apologetio
as the acting President of the Citizens for Demoecracy at the
moment I am performing one of the legitimate functions of our
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organisation in being pregent here and felicitating a labour leader
on his Shashthi Purti.

I have, however doubts about the kind of role that has
again been subscribed to' me Heag FIXT HIEFAT, that {s how it has
put down in the programme to speak the words of blessings. I have
only one title., I discovered that ﬁm‘iﬂome what- alder than Mr,
Thengdi. 1 may be one of the oldest persons present heie. There
were kindly references to my &ssociationsswith Jedhpur in VREiONs
capacities. I retired as vice-chancellor in rather interesting oir-
cumstances many years ago. As matter of fact, I am a retired
person of some standing and if you wish to know that this is the

ocecasion for felicitating Mr. Thengdi you may mind an old talking
about himself. I may be named for a moment to talk about myself.

I am a retired man of some standing and retired five times. I am
80 happy to be associated with this celebration on completion of
amty years by a man who has very much better a time. I could
even claim for myself that sixty is a wonderful age. Harrold
Mackmillan who was the Prime Minister of England 1 wrote in
his biogmphy that he considered the best years of man's life as
coming between 55 to 65. And I could eertify from my experience
~ that this is true. Inspite of what ever you may know about

experiences,

I am therefore particularly happy to be able to tell Mr.
Thengdi that he is in the middle of the happiest period of his life.
I am absolutely sure that he would like always the affection mani"

festedly shown to him.

He will achieve all the high objectives that he has proposed
to himself a8 a leader of the people. One must be a leader. There is
no group that one should belong to the leader of working peoaple.
As 1 am mostly a leader of non-working people, I trust you know.
-what that means. After having accepted the organisation’s inviti-
tation to come here and take the precautions of reading some of :
the writings of Mr. Thengdi. Andg I think he has expandeq, on ¢he.
problem that he is dealing with and it.struck me ﬁpésveryﬁ much-
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that I was telling if before the meeting. I proposed to blur with
those pronouncements of the stndies no longer. 1 may continue
- with the thinking that I expect I would just mention one instance,
In talking about economie and social problems in a sort of saying
a seeming digression, He wrote that San Francis, Florance
Nightingale, Living Stone or Dizens cannot be raised out of volu-
minous documents of the planning commission or the beautifully
worded manifestoes of the political parties, Illustrious examples
from our national cultural heritage would be the surest source of
inspiration for a social work. Nothing could be more a warning to
enthuse in our public life than such an observation and the fact is
that we have got inhumanisation of very largely people from other
enltural heritage. These people did not come out of Governmental
efforts and they do draw their inspiration from burocratic or
governmental documents, They expend the culture of the people
and we have noble examples of this kind of tradition and it is

important for us to recognise that is, out of those cultural roots:

that here salvation of the nation is to be worked out. I do remind .«

my self that we are not even proud enough of our contemporary. ;’ .
achievements. We, all the time envy other people. We are 630'."_:*‘-5:_5.l:.-":;: |
million people. I should like Indians to be proud even of la.rge Pl

numbers because every seventh man and woman in this world is
an Indian, I ought to be proud of this fact and therefore often
people right from Kerala, like talking about the many systems of
the north and the east and the west and 8o on, We should be able
to turn to them and say it is a great deal to frighten the 630
million people. If we put it in other ways. In 1976 amenesty
internationa) made a reckoning about the absence at present of
freedom among the people of the world and they discovered that
only 13% live in the conditions of freedom All the other lived in
the conditions of maximum despotism and stateism. And then
in 1977 one night by the kind of decision that the people of this
country made in March 1977 which doubled that percentage i c.
from 15% to 30% of the population of the world.
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The point 1 am fi:ia,king is that we are not sufficiently proud
of this faet, In 1947 we became a free people. In the wake of our
independence Country after country emerged independent both in
Asiaand in Africa Country after country after words suceumbed
to one type of absolute rule or another, We alone have survived.
We are a free people and on the main in Asia only our demooracy
is surviving. We ought to feel some thing about it but we are not
proud enough of she facts, And 1 will swifly move to several
felicitating factes of Mr. Thengdi’s writings the very invigorating
genius of the country and the tradition and we shall be able to
draw inspiration from those sources.r And therefore asa labour

léeader my acquitance with the labour leader is very scanty but
even so enuld testify t-hat he is a genius

{ am very very happy having been given the opportunity
of being associated with felicit ting him on his 60th year the
“Shashtipurti”. I am sure that he has only just started. There is
a great peom by Robert Browing In his peom the lines occur “The
best is yet to be’’ when a person is felicitated when he is sixty
years old or seventy year old. There ig a point in doing that in a
couniry like India if you have survived upto - sixty. This is no
mwean achievement, but that is not quite enough and there is some
danger, though the danger is not very present at Mr. Thangdi
sta.e.. Theie is a danger in these felicitations that there is more
ficitious of all congratulations. Good wishers might imagine now
my woirk is finished, it is consecrated, I have done sixty years of
werk and then sit back and relax or retire, And that is all. 1 have
gnoted a poet and wish to say that the best is yet to be And raost
fruit ful years of Mr. Thengdi's life I anticipate, will be the
coming decade. 1 wish him all success aud God bless him.

i i
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JAIPUR METALS AND ELECTRICALS LIMITED

NEAR RAILWAY STATION, JATPUR-S.

Quality Manufacturers And Exporters of :(—

(A) ‘JAIPUR’ Single Phase House Service Electricity Meters.

(B) Three phase Electricity Meters.

Hot Rolled Copper Rods For Redrawing
Hard Drawn Bare Copper Wires

Bright Annealed Copper Wires

Centre Copper Wire

Grooved Copper Wire
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Stranded Copper Conductors
Hard Drawn Bare Copper Strips
Bright Annealed Copper Strips -

Bare And Stranded Cadmium Copper Wires
Cadmium Copper Rods
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Arsenical Copper Rods
Enamelled Copper Wires And Strips

(D) ALUMINIUM PRODUCTS :
All Aluminium Conductors ( AAC )
Aluminium Conductors Steel Reinforced ( ACSR )
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% Cable : Metals Phone : 74251 Telex : 036-22
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